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     EBMUD’s MOKELUMNE RECREATION AREAS 

2017 ANNUAL REPORT 
 
 
 
I RECREATION AREA MANAGEMENT 
 

A. East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)  
 

The Honorable Board of Directors of EBMUD 
Alexander R. Coate General Manager  
Richard G. Sykes  Director, Water & Natural Resources Department 
Kent Lambert  Manager of Watershed & Recreation, Mokelumne 
Mark Bolton  Ranger Supervisor, Pardee-Camanche Recreation Unit 
Chris Swann  Ranger Supervisor, Mokelumne Watershed Unit 
Tim Cox   Ranger Supervisor, Resource Patrol Unit 
Lisa Stuart   Sr. Administrative Clerk and administrative support to CRPAB 

 
 
B. Concessionaires 

 
Camanche Recreation Areas 
John Koeberer  President, Urban Parks Concessionaire 
Pam Koeberer  CFO, Urban Parks Concessionaire 
Kris Koeberer  Vice-President, Urban Parks Concessionaire 
Hismael Guerrero  General Manager, Camanche Recreation Co. (CRC) 
 
Pardee Recreation Area 
Richard Cooper  President, Pardee Lake Recreation, Inc.  
Kerry Cooper  Vice-President, Pardee Lake Recreation, Inc. 
 
Camanche Hills Hunting Preserve 
Larry Skinner  President, Camanche Hills Hunting Preserve, Inc. (CHHP) 
L. Marshall Skinner Vice-President, CHHP 
 

 
C. County Supervisors for EBMUD’s Mokelumne Recreation Areas in 2017 

 
Richard Forster  Supervisor, District 2, Amador County  
 
Gary Tofanelli  Supervisor, District 1, Calaveras County  
Jack Garamendi  Supervisor, District 2, Calaveras County 
 
Chuck Winn  Supervisor, District 4, San Joaquin County 

 
 
 
  



 
 Page 2 of 24 

D. Camanche Regional Park Advisory Board (CRPAB) - 2017 
 

Rinehart Heinitz    Ione   Amador County  
Jim Wishart  Ione   Amador County   
 
Albert Alt   Valley Springs  Calaveras County 
Bob Van Bibber    Valley Springs  Calaveras County 
  
Mary Fuhs   Acampo  San Joaquin County 
Norm Walker –Chair Lodi   San Joaquin County 

 
E. CRPAB Regular Meeting in 2017 

 
Two regular business meetings of the Camanche Regional Park Advisory Board were held 
on: 

 
March 16, 2017 at Mokelumne Watershed Headquarters 

November 16, 2017 at Clements Fire Station 
 
Two focus group sessions were held on: 
 

July 20, 2017 at Camanche Recreation Area – Overview of Camanche Recreation 
Area Programs and Facilities – information provided at this focus group included tours 
of the facilities at the recreation area including the campgrounds, marina and café. 
 
November 16, 2017 at Clements Fire Station – Mokelumne River Day Use Area 
(MRDUA) – information provided at this focus group related to the history of the park 
and EBMUD’s current operations there, including a presentation on fish habitat 
improvements.  

   
There were no special meetings in 2017.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Cover: Pardee Spill, January 2017. Photo by Lisa Stuart 
  



 
 Page 3 of 24 

II CONCESSION REVENUE/VISITATION 
 
A. Annual Gross Revenue 

 
YEAR CNS CSS PARDEE CHHP ANNUAL TOTAL 
2008 $1,712,584  $1,648,341  $701,456  $1,180,102  $5,242,483  
2009 $1,922,607  $1,793,872  $692,848  $1,274,408  $5,683,734  
2010 $2,069,369  $1,958,913  $655,608  $1,072,966  $5,756,856  
2011 $2,028,986  $2,006,176  $682,877  $1,024,076  $5,742,115  
2012 $2,116,962  $2,089,719  $611,305  $1,220,792  $6,038,778  
2013 $2,199,044  $2,281,148  $589,226  $1,145,393  $6,214,811  
2014 $1,846,493  $1,920,050  $584,765  $1,216,982  $5,568,290  
2015 $1,525,651  $1,728,206  $336,981  $1,199,135  $4,789,973  
2016 $2,097,412  $2,380,703  $546,621  $1,198,695  $6,223,431  
2017 $2,611,701  $2,873,529  $709,772  $1,275,692  $7,470,694  
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B. Annual Visitation 
 

YEAR CNS CSS PARDEE MRDUA CHHP TRAILS 
ANNUAL 
TOTAL 

2008 187,614  178,385  105,109  18,683  12,327  4,178  506,296  
2009 220,107  188,146  104,744  26,503  12,684  5,012  557,196  
2010 211,541  193,416  93,965  44,023  11,520  6,122  560,587  
2011 202,320  188,662  92,501  38,109  10,222  7,205  539,019  
2012 194,689  181,250  77,611  44,889  12,252  6,785  517,476  
2013 193,050  189,360  71,558  58,242  12,962  7,838  533,010  
2014 170,525  168,291  66,769  60,753  13,262  8,462  488,062  
2015 147,726  164,264  48,140  53,520  12,768  8,259  434,677  
2016 192,660  211,040  57,224  64,252  12,498  9,417  547,091  
2017 242,036  254,378  89,926  55,233  12,610  9,519  663,702  
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III RECREATION KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS (KPI’s) 
 
Financial KPI - Cost Recovery Through User Fees 
This index compares the overall operating costs of providing water, sanitation, facility access and other essential 
visitor services (capital costs excluded) with the total collected user fees. Distinct financial targets have been 
developed for each facility based upon the type of recreation provided and published industry standards. 
 

Recreation Management 
Area and 

% Cost Recovery Target 

 
FY 2011 

Performance 

 
FY 2012 

Performance 

 
FY 2013 

Performance 

 
FY 2014 

Performance 

 
FY 2015 

Performance 

 
FY 2016 

Performance 

 
FY 2017 

Performance 
Camanche North Shore 

45% 46% 64% 66% 66% 67% 54%* 64% 

Camanche South Shore 
45% 34% 58% 64% 64% 63% 63%* 54% 

Cam. Hills Hunting Preserve 
95% 76% 100% 96% 93% 87% 94% 100% 

Pardee Recreation Area 
40% 33% 26% 41% 40% 45% 34% 46% 

*A change in concession reporting skewed the North Shore/South Shore percentages for FY16 only. 
 
Public Safety KPI - Incidents as a Percentage of Visitation 
The first of these indices looks at the number of boating accidents resulting in injuries or more than $500 damage 
compared to the number of boat launches. The second of these indices looks at the number of documented evictions, 
citations, and arrests compared to the total visitation. Public safety targets were developed based on industry 
standards. 
 

RMP Goal 2012 Result 2013 Result 2014 Result 2015 Result 2016 Result 2017 Result 
Boating Safety 

<.01% 
.015% 

4 Accidents 
27,267 Vessels 

.019% 
5 Accidents 

26,713 Vessels 

.005% 
1 Accidents 

20,461 Vessels 

.00% 
0 Accidents 

18,223 Vessels 

.011% 
3 Accidents 

28,130 Vessels 

.011% 
4 Accidents 

36,918 Vessels 
Visitor Incidents 

<.2% 
.07% 

363 Incidents 
488,063 Visitors 

.12% 
634 Incidents 

523,121 Visitors 

.06% 
294 Incidents 

487,361 Visitors 

.06% 
273 Incidents 

434,360 Visitors 

.04% 
207 Incidents 

547,055 Visitors 

.04% 
243 Incidents 

663,702 Visitors 
 
Visitor Satisfaction - Survey results regarding visitor experiences 
This index looks at the result of a randomized sample of visitors queried regarding their perception of six performance 
areas: Courtesy of Staff, Cleanliness of Facilities, Value of Services, Safety and Security of Facilities, Availability of 
Information, and Overall Satisfaction with their experience. Each category provided an opportunity for the following 
five responses: Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, and Not Applicable. Visitor satisfaction targets were developed based 
upon industry standards and the survey results (excluding the Not Applicable responses) are below. 
 

Location 
2014 (Goal=80%) 

% Ratings of Good 
or Excellent 

2015 (Goal=80%) 
% Ratings of Good 

or Excellent 

2016 (Goal=80%) 
% Ratings of Good 

or Excellent 

2017 (Goal=80%) 
% Ratings of Good 

or Excellent 
Camanche North Shore 

Rec. Area 443/534=83% 1280/1347=95%              1249/1291=97%              1263/1329=95%              

Camanche South Shore 
Rec. Area 686/751=91% 1080/1193=91% 982/1110=88% 1063/1139=93% 

Camanche Hills 
Hunting Preserve 409/413=99% 348/348=100% 349/357=99% 372/377=99% 

Pardee  
Recreation Area 328/351=93% 837/865=97% 803/818=98% 629/657=96% 

Mokelumne River Day 
Use 409/434=94% 292/304=96% 301/311=97% 324/342=95% 

EBMUD  
Trails 544/555=98% 279/283=99% 250/254=98% 349/357=98% 
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IV RESERVOIR ELEVATION AND STORAGE 
 

CAMANCHE RESERVOIR 
 

Spill elevation:  235.5 feet above sea level 
 Reservoir Capacity:   417,000 acre feet 

 
 2016 2017 

MONTH ELEVATION 
(Feet) 

STORAGE 
(%) 

ELEVATION 
(Feet) 

STORAGE 
(%) 

January 174.60 21.7 213.92 64.9 
February 180.50 26.3 232.6 94.9 
March 197.92 43.9 219.13 72.7 
April 208.57 57.3 215.97 67.9 
May 217.10 69.6 217.25 69.8 
June 222.94 78.7 233.25 96.0 
July 220.29 74.5 229.62 89.7 

August 218.42 71.6 227.04 85.4 
September 217.00 69.4 223.69 79.9 

October 215.81 67.7 218.16 71.2 
November 215.55 67.3 216.91 69.3 
December 217.18 69.7 219.15 72.7 

 
 

PARDEE RESERVOIR  
 

Spill elevation:  567.7 feet 
 Reservoir Capacity:  203,795 acre feet* 

 
 2016 2017 

 
MONTH ELEVATION 

(Feet) 
STORAGE 

(%) 
ELEVATION 

(Feet) 
STORAGE 

(%) 
January 550.97 82.4 567.94 103.3 
February 556.71 88.2 567.54 102.8 
March 565.64 97.8 562.34 97.1 
April 559.25 90.9 565.86 100.9 
May 566.78 99.0 568.62 104.1 
June 562.52 94.3 568.01 103.4 
July 563.57 95.5 565.23 100.2 

August 562.51 94.3 562.39 97.1 
September 560.61 92.3 560.89 95.5 

October 560.77 92.7 560.19 92.0 
November 563.06 95.1 566.51 98.8 
December 560.35 92.2 562.68 94.7 

           *Revised in 2016 as a result of bathymetric survey 
 
Elevation readings are taken on the last day of each month. 
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V EBMUD ACTIVITIES 
 

A. Camanche Recreation Areas – North and South Shores 
 
EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Mark Bolton, with a staff of three Ranger Naturalists and one 
Senior Ranger under his direction, was responsible for monitoring daily concessionaire 
operations and managing projects through the Maintenance/Capital Improvement Fund 
(MCIF) program and EBMUD capital projects outside the scope of the concessionaire 
agreement. 

 
1. Projects 

  
Enhancing Recreation Area Facilities   
In early 2017, heavy precipitation increased the likelihood that Camanche 
Reservoir could spill. So ranger staff, working 
with inmates from the Department of 
Corrections, dismantled the old boat 
restraining barrier, replaced 18 of the booms 
and all the hardware and reinstalled the 
barrier in the reservoir. The 2 ½-day effort 
makes it safer for boaters in the event that 
water starts flowing over the spillway.  
 
Ranger staff completed a full renovation of the campground loop in Moccasin 
Campground at South Shore in time for Memorial Day weekend. The new loop 
includes 21 refurbished campsites, a paved roadway, and 66 newly-planted trees 
with irrigation. Approximately 500 bollards were installed to protect the new 
infrastructure, allowing for the opening just in time for the busy holiday and it was 
full to capacity for the weekend.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ranger staff took on the task of manufacturing 400 hazard marker buoys for use on 
the Mokelumne area reservoirs to protect boaters from submerged obstacles. The 
project, led by Ranger/Naturalist II Dustin Wyckoff, supplied the 
District with enough buoys to last about 6 years and saved 
approximately $95 per buoy (for a total of $38,000).   
 
Working with the District’s sign shop, Ranger staff designed a 
new billboard to replace the old, faded Camanche sign located 
on State Highway 12 in Wallace. The old sign was demolished 
and the new aluminum sign with a marine-grade plywood 
backing was installed in July.  
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This South Shore Marina parking lot serves boating guests providing 75 parking 
spaces for vehicles with boat 
trailers. It was first installed in 
the early 90’s, and had 
deteriorated to the point of 
requiring repairs in 2017.  
Approximately 27,000 square 
feet of asphalt was removed, the 
earth below compacted and 4-8” 
of asphalt installed. Additionally 
120,000 of asphalt surface was 
slurry sealed. The entire area was 
then restriped to designate regular and ADA parking spaces. 
 
In response to the North Shore Homeowners Association, Park Management has 
embarked on the creation of a “pocket park” on Modoc Court. This project 
provides foot access from Miwok Drive down to the park and on to the lower set of 
stairs accessing the lake shore. It will soon incorporate an ADA parking space, a 
portable restroom, picnic tables and barbecue, and a turn-around for vehicle traffic 
at the end of the court. 

 
The North Shore open berth had deteriorated 
significantly over the past 5 years and needed to be 
removed or replaced. Due to popular demand, funding 
for its renovation was set aside for a complete overhaul.  
The 160’ dock was removed from the lake, hauled off-
site and rebuilt. The new structure has all new 
compliant floatation tubs, framework, decking, and 
electrical lights/outlets. 

 
 

2. Programs 
 

Children’s Fishing Pond 
Senior Ranger Naturalist Scott Wiemerslage and 
Ranger/Naturalist II Andy Lockwood partnered up to host the 
third annual Kid’s Fishing Day at Camanche South Shore Tule 
Pond. Prior to the event, 450 pounds of rainbow trout were 
planted. EBMUD’s Fisheries and Biologist staff shocked and 
transported almost 500 additional sunfish and bass from the main 
body of Lake Camanche to the pond. Volunteers 
from Camanche South Shore HOA and the Delta 
Fly Fishers were present to assist with cooking a hot 
dog lunch and rigging fishing gear. Camanche 
Recreation Company featured an hourly raffle and 
offered loaner fishing gear to those who wanted to 
give fishing a try. EBMUD’s Division Manager 
Kent Lambert hosted the popular fish fry station for 
the third year in a row.  
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Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Under the supervision of EBMUD ranger staff, Camanche Recreation Company 
performed annual squirrel population control efforts. In 2016, a total of 258 
squirrels were taken at Camanche. The purpose of this program is to protect public 
safety and park assets. 
 
EBMUD ranger staff supervised another successful season of Canada goose 
management at Camanche Reservoir. For the eighth year in a row, public hunting 
was allowed on the main body of Camanche under special permit. During the 2017-
2018 hunting season, 107 birds were taken on Camanche.  
 

After obtaining a special permit from the Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(DF&W), District staff set about locating goose eggs on Camanche reservoir 
shorelines and islands and applying corn oil to the shells. The oil renders the eggs 
unviable, but the hen continues to sit on them without laying more. Every year 
there are many hundreds of nests and thousands of Canada goose eggs laid at 
Camanche. Nine nests containing 38 eggs were treated. This is one prong in the 
IPM effort to improve reservoir water quality and visitors’ experiences by 
managing the numbers of geese residing on the lake. The goal of the combined 
hunting and egg depredation efforts is to limit the population of resident geese on 
Camanche to 2,000, which is the estimated carrying capacity of the reservoir. 
 
In an effort to reduce the aquatic vegetation to enhance the fishing experience in the 
children’s fishing cove of 
Tule Pond, a biological 
survey regarding invasive 
aquatic species was 
conducted on the pond. 
Recommendations for 
controlling the invasive 
elodea and Egeria included 
exposing the aquatic 
vegetation in order to cause a 
die-off. Permits were 
obtained from the DF&W to 
conduct this activity. Ranger 
staff resurrected an old 
siphon system in the pond to 
draw down the pond elevation, leaving the kid’s fishing cove high and dry. The 
goal is to allow the aquatic weeds to die over a couple of months and then refill the 
pond in time for the 2018 Kid’s Fishing Day.  
 
Forestry 
The annual Hazard Tree Inspection was completed at Camanche South Shore this year. 
A total of 457 trees were individually inspected. As a result 28 underwent mitigation 
work to address issues: 19 were removed, 5 trees underwent crown cleaning, and 4 
trees had end weight reduction. 
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Ranger staff planted a total of 107 fifteen gallon trees in 2017. The new Moccasin 
campground installation received the bulk of those, while the new Sugarloaf 
campground installation received 28 trees. A newly enhanced riparian zone, near the 
amphitheater also received 10 trees.   
 
To address mortality of new plantings in 2016 and earlier, Camanche Recreation 
Company planted 10 trees at North Shore and 48 trees at South Shore. 
 
Fish Stocking 
During 2017, the Fishing Access Fund planted a total of 69,000 pounds of trout in 
Camanche Reservoir and ponds. Additionally, 500 pounds of trout were provided 
by California Department of Fish and Wildlife. An additional 5,830 northern-strain 
largemouth bass fingerlings were planted in Camanche as part of an annual effort to 
enhance the bass fishery. 
 

3. 2018 Planned Projects 
 
• The electrical system will be re-installed at the South Shore floating marina 

following the construction of the new ADA ramp 
• The South Shore Mobilehome Park entrance gate area will be repaved and a new 

detection loop for the automatic gate will be installed 
• A new covered equipment building will be installed in the North Shore 

maintenance yard 
• Three aged and failing Information Boards will be replaced with new all-steel 

boards which are powder coated to provide longevity 
• Another South Shore rental cottage is scheduled to receive a renovation which will 

include a relocation of the entry door as well as replacement of windows, flooring, 
and furniture 

• Installation of shade structures is planned for South Shore’s Oaks Campground and 
Marina Grill, and North Shore’s MHP #1 basketball courts 

• Campground shade enhancements proposed for 2018 include 20 trees planted by 
rangers and another 90 paid for through the MCIF tree enhancement program 
planted by Camanche Recreation Company  

 
 

B. Camanche Hills Hunting Preserve (CHHP) 
 

EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Mark Bolton and Senior Ranger Scott Wiemerslage, with a 
staff of three Ranger Naturalists under their direction, had the responsibility for 
monitoring daily concessionaire operations and managing projects through the 
Maintenance/Capital Improvement Fund program and EBMUD capital projects outside 
the scope of the concessionaire agreement.  
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1. Projects 
 
At the beginning of the 2017 hunting season, Ranger staff installed a new 
information sign at the Camanche Hills Hunting 
Preserve clubhouse. The new sign has 4 panels 
that provide clear direction and is an attractive 
improvement over the previous 9-panel sign, 
many of which were of different vintages. 
 
Ranger staff purchased and installed a “floating 
island” on the Willows Pond. The island has 
been anchored in the middle of the pond and 
planted with various species of grasses and 
shrubs that are capable of thriving on the foam-
like membrane of the island, receiving 
sustenance from the available nutrients in the 
pond. This island will be one additional 
approach to reducing nutrient levels in the 
pond, thereby minimizing the blue-green algae 
bloom that occurred in 2016 in our ponds, 
causing their closure.  
 

2. Programs 
 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Ranger staff continued the plan to address invasive species at CHHP. District staff 
treated 16 acres of roadside star thistle using the specialized herbicide prescription. 
This effort will continue in future years in order to manage various invasive species in 
the 1,500-acre preserve.  
 
Forestry 
Ranger staff revegetated a section of the hunt preserve’s Zone H with native species 
including toyon, redbud, elderberry, coyote brush, buck brush, and deer brush.  
Twenty-five planting location were selected and prepped with special caging to protect 
the plants from vole attacks. 
 

3. 2018 Planned Projects 
 

• Replacement of a large area of asphalt in the parking lot near the clubhouse  
• Replacement of a 20-year-old utility vehicle  
• Sixty-five garbage cans are slated for replacement 
 
 

C. Mokelumne River Day Use Area (MRDUA) 
 

EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Tim Cox, with a staff of two Ranger Naturalists and one 
Senior Ranger under his direction, was responsible for the daily operations and 
maintenance of the MRDUA. Except for services that are contracted out (restroom 
servicing, weekend security) the MRDUA remains EBMUD’s sole recreation facility in 
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the Mokelumne area that is not maintained by a private concessionaire. This facility 
remains free to the public. 

 
1. Programs 

 
EBMUD continues to be an active participant in the “KIDS DON’T FLOAT, A Life 
Jacket Will” program which provides free access to life jackets for river visitors. 
When established in 2010, EBMUD was one of three agencies working in 
collaboration to install and maintain 
containers filled with free, loaner life 
jackets. River users borrow a life jacket 
from a bin at MRDUA and drop it off at 
Stillman Magee County Park (in 
Clements) in containers installed by San 
Joaquin County Parks staff. Clements 
Fire Station personnel retrieve the 
borrowed vests and return them to the 
container at MRDUA. EBMUD and 
Clements Fire continue to work together 
to maintain adequate supplies of life 
vests, in part by using the funds 
generated by the recycling program at 
MRDUA. Since the program was 
instituted, there have been no known 
drowning incidents of users floating 
downriver from the MRDUA. 
 
EBMUD staff welcomed the assistance 
of students from San Joaquin County’s Lodi Academy that has adopted the MRDUA 
as “their” park with the intent to keep it looking nice for everyone’s enjoyment. On 
two occasions in 2017, approximately 20 students assisted rangers with litter pick-up 
and painting projects at several locations throughout the park.  
 

2. Projects 
 

In 2017, the boat launch turn-around commonly referred to Van Assen Loop was 
redesigned and resurfaced by ranger staff.   
 

3. 2018 Planned Projects 
 

• Installation of an additional portable restroom near Salmon Run 
• Kiosk roof replacement 
• Installation of a new bench at Cobble Bar 
• Replacement of the fishing pier 
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D. Pardee Recreation Area 
 

EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Mark Bolton, with a staff of three Ranger Naturalists and one 
Senior Ranger under his direction, was responsible for monitoring daily concessionaire 
operations and managing projects through the Maintenance/Capital Improvement Fund 
program and EBMUD capital projects outside the scope of the concessionaire agreement. 

 
The concession contract for Pardee Recreation Area expired on November 30, 2017. 
Staff completed a Request for Proposal (RFP) early in 2017, posted it on ebmud.com, 
and mailed letters to concession companies across the country. A site visit at Pardee 
Recreation Area for prospective bidders was held on May 9 and seven individuals 
representing three prospective bidders attended. After an extensive selection process, 
the new contract was awarded to Rocky Mountain Recreation Company, who took over 
the management of the park effective December 1, 2017. 

 
1. Projects 

 
Manager’s Residence Driveway Repairs 
Approximately 1,892 square feet of asphalt were removed and replaced with 3” of 
new asphalt. An additional 4,400 square feet of road surface cracks were filled and 
then slurry sealed. 
  

2. Programs 
 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Under the supervision of EBMUD ranger staff, Pardee Lake Recreation staff 
performed annual squirrel population control efforts. In 2017, a total of 68 squirrels 
were taken at Pardee. The purpose of this IPM program is to protect public safety 
and park assets.  
 
Fish Stocking 
Obtaining private hatchery fish in 2017 continued to be a challenge early in the 
year. In anticipation of a shortage, EBMUD sought help from the Mokelumne 
River Fish Hatchery which had extra rearing capacity available in 2016. The Pardee 
Fishing Access Fund procured 30,000 rainbow trout eggs from a grower in Oregon 
and had them delivered to the hatchery in early 2016, where the Department of Fish 
and Wildlife staff raised them to maturity for the 2017 season. Special high-protein 
fish food was used to speed growth, and the result was amazing. Beginning in 
February 2017, the hatchery delivered weekly plantings; a total of 65,350 pounds 
of fish for the season! Fish planted at the beginning of the season weighed about 2 
pounds and by May, when the last fish were delivered, they were weighing in at 3 
to 4 pounds each. To finish off the remainder of the season, another 17,000 pounds 
of trout were brought in from Mt. Lassen Trout Farms, and 1,000 pounds were 
brought in from other DF&W hatcheries. 

 
3. 2018 Planned Projects 

 
• Decking replacement on the marina dock will continue in a phased approach 
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• Pardee Shoreline Trail realignment will be completed in 2018 (loss of the trail in 
2016 due to the severity of the winter storms and high lake levels resulted in its 
closure for the 2017 season)  

• Repair and pave the marina parking lot  
 

 
E. Watershed Trails Program 

 
EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Chris Swann, with a staff of four Ranger Naturalists and one 
Senior Ranger under his direction, was responsible for maintaining more than 40 miles of 
hiking and equestrian trail – most of which is part of the Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail 
(MCCT). 
 

More than 9,519 hikers, runners, and equestrians ventured out on EBMUD’s 
Mokelumne area trails in 2017, a 
new all-time record for trail use.  
 
Heavy rainfall and associated 
runoff challenged many sections of 
the trail system. Substantial repairs, 
like the Jackass Gulch trail 
crossing, required reconstruction to 
maintain open access for trail users 
and emergency vehicles.  
     
Strategic planning and 
implementation actions continue on 
the broader Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail with hopes that, in the not-too-distant 
future, trail segments to the east and west of EBMUD’s Mokelumne watershed will be 
completed, establishing 290 miles of contiguous Coast to Crest Trail access from the 
Martinez shoreline to Ebbetts Pass. 
 

 
F. Middle Bar Take-Out Facility  

 
EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Tim Cox, with a staff of two Ranger Naturalists and one 
Senior Ranger under his direction, was responsible for maintaining the rafting take-out 
facility at Middle Bar, on the Amador County side of the river below Highway 49. This 
remote but popular area sees moderate use by the general public during the year.  
 

1. Projects 
 

Take-out Access Widened 
EBMUD ranger staff widened the egress 
pathway for rafters leaving the water by 
trimming the willows that parallel the 
shoreline at the Middle Bar Take-out.  
 

 



 
 Page 15 of 24 

G. Mokelumne Area Programs 
 

Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Program 
EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Tim Cox, with a staff of three part-time Recreation Area 
Attendants under his direction, was responsible for administering EBMUD’s Aquatic 
Invasive Species Prevention Program. 
 
EBMUD continued their long-standing program of surveying or inspecting all incoming 
vessels for risk from Quagga and Zebra Mussels. A vulnerability study was conducted in 
2010 and it was determined that EBMUD’s Mokelumne Area reservoirs were at a low 
risk of sustaining Quagga or Zebra Mussel populations. As a result of those findings, the 
physical inspection program was reduced to a goal of inspecting 50% of incoming vessels 
at Camanche and 60% of incoming vessels at Pardee while continuing to survey 100%.  
 
In 2017, a total of 32,056 incoming vessels were surveyed for county of origin and 
location of recent reservoir use. In addition, 18,159 of these vessels were given a physical 
inspection to look for signs of the invasive mussels and other invasive species. A total of 
280 vessels failed as a result of the survey/inspection process, representing a 0.77% 
failure rate.  
 
In early 2016, a Watercraft Decontamination Station (WDS) was purchased and installed 
at Camanche South Shore Recreation Area with grant funds from the California 
Department of Boating & Waterways. The WDS serves not only EBMUD customers but 
any vessel owner that wants or needs to have a vessel decontaminated. Of the 280 vessels 
that failed inspection at Camanche and Pardee Reservoir, 158 elected to be 
decontaminated (56%) instead of being turned away.  
 
Inspections are currently performed at no charge to the boater. However, vessel owners 
are charged for the decontamination and fees range from $25.00 to $45.00 per vessel 
depending on the complexity of the decontamination. No actual Quagga or Zebra 
Mussels were detected on any inspected vessel or in EBMUD reservoirs in 2017. 

 
 

H.  Public Safety 
 

EBMUD Ranger Supervisor Tim Cox, with a staff of two Ranger Naturalists and one 
Senior Ranger under his direction, was responsible for responding to visitor concerns and 
coordinating resource protection and public safety with law enforcement and fire 
protection agencies. 
 
Fire Prevention and Response 
EBMUD ranger staff assisted the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 

(Cal Fire) and local fire departments in the 
suppression of fires near Pardee and Camanche 
Reservoirs. A total of five fires occurred inside 
EBMUD’s recreation property boundaries in 
2017; two at Camanche North Shore, one at 
Camanche South Shore, one at Camanche Hills 
Hunting Preserve and one at Pardee Recreation 
Area. EBMUD ranger staff responded and the 
fires were quickly extinguished.  
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Events/Incidents 
EBMUD ranger staff, local agencies, and law enforcement worked cohesively to ensure 
public safety and emergency response access during the 
busy Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and Labor Day 
weekends. Deputy coverage was doubled during the 
weekend-evening patrol on these holidays resulting in 
greater compliance from visitors.  
 
EBMUD ranger staff assisted medical first responders at 
65 emergency medical incidents. Of these, thirty-one 
were at Camanche South Shore, seventeen at Camanche 
North Shore, four on Camanche Reservoir, one at 
Pardee Lake Recreation Area, one on the trails, one at 
Mokelumne River Day Use Area, one at the Camanche 
Hills Hunting Preserve, and nine on the watershed. 
Included in these medical incidents were four 
recreation-related fatalities: two drownings and one jet-
ski accident that occurred on Camanche Reservoir and one drowning at the Mokelumne 
River Day Use Area. 
 
 

I. Mokelumne Area Public Outreach 
 

Mokelumne Volunteer Program 
In 2017, volunteers participated in eleven events hosted on EBMUD lands. In total, 28 
volunteers contributed 315 hours toward a variety of stewardship, educational, and 
outreach activities.  
 
Great Sierra River Cleanup 
On September 16, 2017, Ranger Naturalist II Lora Sparrowk coordinated the efforts of 
106 volunteer participants on stretches of the Mokelumne River and Camanche 
Reservoir between Middle Bar and Stillman Magee Park in conjunction with the 
statewide, ninth annual Great Sierra River Cleanup. Over 3,000 pounds of trash and 
recycling was collected from the river system in just a few hours, followed by a lunch 
at Camanche South Shore sponsored by Camanche Recreation Company.  
 
This event brings diverse members of the community together as they restore, protect, 
and enjoy the amazing resource that is the Mokelumne River. This is the 27th year that 
EBMUD has facilitated a river cleanup event on the Mokelumne.  
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Recycling 
EBMUD ranger staff along with The ARC of Amador and Calaveras (a regional 
employment opportunity for disabled and challenged adults) continued their efforts to 
promote recycling within the parks. In 2017, a total of 15,128 pounds of plastic, glass, and 
aluminum were recycled.  
 
Special Use Permits 
A total of 21 special use permits were issued for events in the Mokelumne Area in 2017. 
These included permits for fire and search and rescue trainings, challenge running events, 
community support events, and technical/historical data gathering and research. 
 
Ranger-Led Environmental Education Program (RLEEP) 
The 2017 RLEEP year was very successful. Since its inception in 2006, rangers have 
led a maximum of ten programs a year; primarily for schools from Amador and 
Calaveras Counties. The coordination of the program is a cooperative effort between 
EBMUD and Stewardship Through Education (STE) which was created through and 
supported by the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority (UMRWA) in 
partnership with Central Sierra Resource Conservation and Development.  
 
EBMUD’s participation in this program has given the rangers a forum for educating 
the local youth on water quality issues, inspiring environmental stewardship, and 
upholding Mr. Richard Louv's ideals whose book Last Child in the Woods has inspired 
the No Child Left Inside Act. 
 
In 2017, rangers provided a total of six programs to local schools. A total of 198 
students participated in the programs with titles that included: Anadromous Fish of the 
Lower Mokelumne, Reforestation, Ornithology, and Habitat Ecology. Most programs 
include a service learning component such as habitat restoration or litter pick up.  
 
Public Tours 
Public tours hosted by EBMUD in 2017 included: 

• Bald Eagle Tours (guided public boat tours) 
• Longest Mile Wildflower Hike           
• Hike and Tour of the Historic Wildermuth House 
• Native American Cave Paintings Tour (Camanche Reservoir watershed) 
 
 

VI CONCESSION MANAGEMENT REPORTS  
 

A. Camanche Recreation Areas 
 

Explore 
Lake Camanche’s activities and sightseeing adventures allow you to immerse yourself in 
the wonders of the Resort. Featuring activities for people of all ages and all levels of skill, 
guests can experience the sights at their own comfort level. From tranquil fishing and 
programs for young kids to horseback riding and extreme water sports, Lake Camanche 
Resort offers a wide range of activities and challenges everyone can enjoy. 
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Fish 
Lake Camanche is best known for great bass fishing, though it is also a favorite of trout 
anglers. Each year, up to 60,000 pounds of trout are stocked between October and June, 
with each fish weighing at least a pound up to trophy sized 8 pounders. The large Trout 
Pond and Children’s Fishing Pond at South Shore are perfect places to take children 
fishing. 
 
There is also a unique Florida-strain largemouth bass plant each year. Other species found 
in Lake Camanche include rainbow trout, large and small mouth bass, spotted bass, 
catfish, kokanee, crappie, bluegill and sunfish. 

 
Stay 
Tent and RV sites are available year-round at both North and South Shores. RV hook-up 
sites are provided at South Shore only. Self-contained RVs may camp at North Shore. 
Many sites offer immediate lake access while others are just a short walk away. Ask your 
reservation agent or check the online maps for which sites provide shade. Campsite 
amenities include barbecues, tables, water, hot showers, restrooms and laundry facilities. 
 
2017 Major Accomplishments 

• North Shore Open Berth Renovated  
• Renovated and upgraded 6 rental Patio boats 
• Renovated one South Shore Cottage 
• Replaced Ice House at NS Marina 
• Added one new “Party Barge” to rental fleet (“Gracie”) 
• New Irrigation system added at SS Cottonwood Campground 
• Paving of SS Marina boat launch parking lot 
• Continued NS Café menu additions and upgrades 
• Completion of NS MHP #1 “Pocket Park” 

 
2018 Planned Projects 

• Refurbish and upgrade 9 fishing boats 
• Continued renovation of SS Cottages (1) 
• Deck replacement and upgrade at South Shore Lakeside Hall 
• Add one new 16 foot Bass Boat w/40 HP motor to rental fleet 
• Planned purchase of “Road Sweeper” to clear debris from parking lots  
• Planned addition  of North Shore Maintenance Yard “covered” building 
• North Shore Hill Cottages Irrigation system replacement 
• South Shore Trout Pond “rail” fencing 
• Planned purchase of “portable cinema” to show movies at NS Blue Oaks 

campground 
• Planned addition of South Shore Amphitheatre Dog Park and 9-hole Frisbee 

golf course 
 
2018 Planned Marketing Efforts & Events 

• Sacramento International Sportsmen Show 
• Jolly Hooker Fishing Club 
• Central Valley Anglers – South Shore 
• Kayak Bass Derby – 89 kayakers  
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• RV Seminar –Monument – Guest speaker – campfire recipes, camping hacks (5 
total throughout the year) 

• Bass in tubes – 2 day event 
• Sacramento Bass Wranglers 
• El Dorado Bass 
• CA Bass Federation 
• St. Patrick’s Day - “Social Media Pots of Gold Event” 
• CA Bass Federation 
• SS 200 Bikes stopping for rest stop – Calaveras Arts Council 9:30-11:00am 
• Roaster Tails – 20 boats NS 
• Easter Egg Hunt both shores – Employee Hunts 
• FPSIE Cottages, Camping, Monument, boat rentals, LSH and derby 
• Trade show – Jackson Rancheria 
• Float Tube fly fishing seminar at Pond 
• Riverbank Bass Anglers 
• Central Valley Anglers 
• Children’s Pond Event 
• Angler’s Press Bass Derby 
• Yak-a-bass for Vets 
• Camanche Kids Club 
• Fairfield/Suisun Bass Reapers 
• CA Bass Federation 
• Father’s Day Weekend - Lunch Specials 
• Elk Grove Bass Club 
• Fit Kid Fun Run 
• Proposed: 4th of July Lighted Boat Parade, Food concessions on both shores. 
• 4th RV Decorating Contest 
• Outlaw Bass Club 
• Hosting ACCC Mixer NS 
• Camanche Cleanup 
• Tri Valley Bass Masters - 2 day event 
• Bass Busters of Santa Clara – 2 day event 
• Bass Anglers of NorCal 
• Proposed: Hunted House each weekend through October  
• Kerman Bass Club 
• Riverbank Bass Anglers – 2 day event 
• Hosting CCCC Mixer SS 
• Oro Madre Bass Club 
• Trunk or Treat Halloween Event, game booths, hayride to Monument 
• Manteca Bassin Buddies 
• Contra Costa Bass Club 
• Lake Camanche Boat in Sutter Creek Parade and CRC MHP Santa drive 
• Oro Madre Bass Club 
• Sacramento Bass Trackers 
• Folsom Bass Team 
• Proposed Lighted Boat Parade, Food concession on both shores 
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2017 Community Service Efforts 
• Lodi FAA AG Boosters – Crab Feed Fundraiser  
• Jolly Hookers Fishing Club  
• Camanche School Readiness Program - Preschool 
• Happy Hooker Fishing Club 
• Central Valley Anglers   
• Ione Elementary – Science Camp 
• Project THANK YOU – Fundraiser to assist Military & their families  
• Amador SO/CHP Golf Classic Fundraiser- benefiting fallen officer’s families  
• Sons of the Golden West – Parlor #33 Ione 
• Make a Wish Greater Bay Area  
• Amador County Eagles – Youth Football 
• ENOCH HS Game Night FAA Fundraiser  
• Calaveras HS FAA Booster Fundraiser  
• I Heart Radio/Fundraiser – Bob Simms 
• Purple Heart Anglers Fundraiser 
• Operation Care for Military Overseas 
• Hosting Amador & Calaveras County Chamber of Commerce Mixer 
• Monthly Amador & Calaveras Chamber Mixers               
• Kid’s Pond – Partnering with EBMUD & SS MHP Residents 
• Amador & Calaveras Community Easter Egg Hunts 
• Walk for the Troops Ione Veterans Memorial Fundraiser 
• Oak View Elementary Parents Club             
• Argonaut HS Spring & Fall advertising             
• ACRA KAP –Kids Afterschool Program Fundraiser  
• Amador County Hospice  
• Amador County Behavioral Health Department           
• ARC Amador & Calaveras Counties – Recycling program 
• Top Cop Challenge & Fundraiser  
• Saddle up for St. Jude Trail Ride and Campout 
• Resident – Van Bibber – St. Joseph Fundraiser  
• 2017 Great Sierra River Clean Up – Partnering with EBMUD   
• United Home /Personal Care Fundraiser at the lake & employee volunteers        
• Amador County Recreation Agency Triathlon ACRA & fundraiser 
• Calaveras HS FAA Boosters - Fall Program  
• CRC Camp Out for a Cause Fundraiser Amador County Food Bank 
• Employee volunteers Amador County Food Bank 
• Trunk or Treat Community Outreach Event 
• Veteran’s Day – Free park entrance for veterans and active military 
• Central Valley Birding Symposium  
• 2017 IFMAS Anglers derby and party 
• Campout for a Cause – benefitting Calaveras Resource Connection Food Bank 

& Toys for Tots 
• Employee volunteers - Calaveras County food bank & Toys for Tots 
• Amador County Sober Grad Program fundraiser 
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B.  Camanche Hills Hunting Preserve 
 

Camanche Hills Hunting Preserve is a first class family membership hunting club that 
releases thousands of game birds per year. Hundreds of those game birds remain on the 
preserve to propagate. In addition, CHHP is open to the public for selected upland bird 
and waterfowl hunts and multiple clay shooting opportunities. This includes thirty (30) 
sporting clays stations, two (2) Trap Houses, two (2) Five Stands and a new Super 
Sport Range for a bigger challenge. We have an Archery Range, which opened 
September 2015. It has seven stations with multiple three dimensional Rhinehart 
targets indicative of various wildlife species indigenous to North America, with 
additional targets and landscaping. The preserve is situated on over 1,400 acres of East 
Bay Municipal Utility District land used for the sole purpose of developing habitat and 
escape cover.  
 
The sporting clay stations are located on the east side of the preserve where hunting is 
prohibited. The valley, rolling hills, and shoreline provide visitors and their families 
with a relaxing atmosphere. There is a spacious clubhouse and large picnicking area for 
member and public use. The CHHP professional staff and facility have been carefully 
designed in every facet to ensure a memorable experience for every patron on every 
visit, including a fully stocked pro shop and restaurant serving American cuisine 
favorites for breakfast and lunch. 

  
General Information 

CHHP is located 45 miles south of Sacramento and 30 miles east of Stockton, in 
the foothills of the Gold Country of Amador County on the North Shore of 
Camanche Reservoir near Ione, California on EBMUD property. 
 

CHHP has been licensed since 1962 by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. This is the only property owned by EBMUD where someone can legally 
hunt upland game birds and waterfowl. 
 

Visitor statistics for 2017: approximately 12,610 visitors enjoyed hunting upland 
game birds, waterfowl, sporting clays and other shotgun sports. Many came from 
California and other states across the USA with some from foreign countries. 
 

The private hunting program has been a great success for many years. The 
membership design ensures each member quality hunting conditions. Each field is 
assigned a specific number of hunters providing a safe hunting experience, thus 
guaranteeing a satisfying and memorable hunt at the end of each day. A volunteer 
staff provides hunters with highly trained hunting dogs and guide services 
throughout the season. Bird processing is available to those who wish to have their 
game cleaned. Hunters may also purchase smoked birds by exchanging their 
processed bird and paying an additional fee.   

Number of Pheasants released in 2017-2018    12,131 
Number of Chukar released in 2017-2018                1,539 
Number of Ducks released in 2017-2018     5,500 
Number of Canada Geese harvested in 2017-2018       142  
Number of Quail released in 2017-2018            200 
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We offer shotgun shooting instruction to beginners and advanced shooter 
instruction. In addition, we have continued the program that introduces new 
shooters to sporting clay target shooting. We provide golf cart rentals for our clay 
shooters and have a variety of shotguns available for rent (gun rentals are to adults 
only or supervised juveniles). Individuals and non-profit groups have utilized our 
sporting clay facility to raise funds for scholarships and other special projects. 
Assistance in organizing these events is offered by our own personnel who provide 
support during the shoots and catering to make each fund raiser a success. 
 

Overnight self-contained RV parking, with water but no electrical hookup, is 
available to the public and our members for short stays. This enables the user to 
extend their visit and leisurely enjoy the various seasonal activities available. 
 

The CHHP Sporting Clays Course and its facilities rank as one of the top ten 
courses in the nation on Registered Targets thrown. We have shooters that come 
from all over the USA and from out of the country. Major shoots including the 
California State Sporting Clay Competition, the Zone 7 shoot and the first Western 
Regional Competition which encompassed the 12 western states by zone and 
included all shooters from the United States was hosted at our facility. We are 
hosting the 2018 California State Sporting Clay Championship in June 14 - 17. 
Also, Larry Skinner was inducted into the California Sporting Clays Association 
Hall of Fame in May 2017. 
 

CHHP has a sub-concessionaire contract with Mr. Dale Tate, a gun maker, 
formerly of Purdey & Son in England. Mr. Tate’s expertise enables him to establish 
a person's exact shotgun measurements and subsequently fit each individual with 
his/her unique and exact fit. Mr. Tate’s expertise includes gun restorations and he is 
an NSCA Level II instructor. Mr. Tate has been at our facility for over 16 years.  
 

Our clubhouse is a show piece featuring an outstanding restaurant offering hearty 
home-style breakfast and lunch. The pro shop, located within the clubhouse, is 
geared to the shotgun enthusiast. The back lawn area, which overlooks the lake and 
the spacious grounds, has a large adjustable BBQ, several picnic tables and a 26' X 
64' covered awning with lights and removable/adjustable curtain sides. A full 
flushing bathroom facility is within close proximity and is ADA compliant. A 
public address system is available to accommodate large groups. We have installed 
a series of on-demand street lights that illuminate the driveway and parking area at 
the front of the clubhouse for convenience and safety. If you throw in the beautiful 
sunsets and lake-view setting we are indeed the best place for that memorable 
wedding or very special occasion.  

Major Accomplishments 
• MCIF – Road Maintenance/Improvement 24 Truck and Trailer Loads of gravel 

and grading 
• MCIF – New 10’ Hydraulic Disc with wheels 
• MCIF – Installation of Island on Willow Pond 
• New wireless counter system for Sporting Clays 
• Promatic Sporting Clay machines 
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Marketing Efforts 

• Sporting Clay Promotions will run beginning April 1, 2018 for lessons and 
rentals for sporting clays and is currently posted on our website; CHHP 
shooting challenge events are also included on our website 

• Promotional Certificates have been donated to a variety non-profit 
organizations such as National Wild Turkey Federation, NRA, Ducks 
Unlimited, California Waterfowl Association and Pheasants Forever many 
other organizations 

• Fishing and Hunting News Advertising 
• Stockton Record Advertising 
• Sporting Clay Magazine Advertising 

 
Community Service Efforts During 2017 

CHHP is active in supporting local businesses and continues to donate to many 
organizations such as the local Lions Club, local Pheasants Forever and California 
Waterfowl organizations as well as supporting our local Scholastic youth clay 
shooting teams:  A&A Shooters, Camanche Claybusters, Calaveras Gold Country 
Shooters and the NorCal Longshots. The Camanche Village Homeowners 
Association has the use of the Camanche Hills clubhouse if needed free of charge 
for their meetings. CHHP also provides grounds for dog trails for various groups 
and training for special law enforcement tracking dogs. 
 
We are very pleased and proud to announce that our Camanche Hills Preserve 
hunting club members donated 200 pheasants and processing ($6,400.00 value) off 
their punch cards for 2017-2018. Dog Handlers donated their time and dogs as well 
($400 value). The programs funded included the annual youth shoot, Ladies shoot,   
the disabled shooters and Veterans of the Armed Forces Shoot. Donation total was 
$6,800.00. 

 
Concession Objectives – 2018  

CHHP plays an integral role in managing resident Canada geese populations at the 
Preserve itself as well as on Camanche Reservoir. During the 2016-2017 hunting 
season, 142 resident Canada geese were harvested by CHHP. The management of 
the goose population is important to the health and cleanliness of the lake. Our 
guides use portable two-man goose blinds, decoys and calls for calling Canada 
geese into portable blind area for harvesting. 

 
Projects 

• New Garbage cans throughout hunting, sporting clays  and archery area 
• New handicap toilet for C1 
• New asphalt for driveway 

 
CHHP is constantly looking for new ideas to improve our facility and introduce new 
customers to hunting and clay target shooting. Implementing new programs to promote 
our shooting sport and gun safety is our commitment and our ultimate goal. 
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C. Pardee Recreation Area  
  

Pardee Recreation Area continues to offer a clean and family friendly day use and 
camping environment with great fishing and camping opportunities. The marina offers 
a fully stocked tackle/bait shop and boat rentals, and the Pardee Café serves breakfast 
and lunch Friday through Sunday. 
 
Major Accomplishments 
Pardee still holds the California state record for Smallmouth Bass (2007). 
 
Marketing Efforts for 2018 

• Facebook Marketing 
• California Sportsman Radio Show 
• Ultimate Bass Radio Show 
• Fish Sniffer 
• Western Outdoor News 
• Company Newsletter 

 
RMRC has increased the offerings of the Bait Shop and Marina with regards to retail 
offerings and boat rentals. Online reservations have been added for customer 
convenience. 
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