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Fire affects everyone living in California. This brochureis intended
as a guide for residents and landscape professionals of fire-prone
areas in the East Bay hills. Following these guidelines will reduce
fire hazard, but cannot guarantee fire safety. Local ordinances
vary; check with your local government or fire department for
regulations. For further information, see the resource list at the

back of this brochure.
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ildfires are part of California’s natural ecosystem.
The summer-dry climate and rugged topography, combined with

native vegetation that is adapted to fire, set the stage for periodic

burns.

The natural tendency of wildlands to burn is aggravated by the

build-up of vegetation from decades of fire suppression to protect

lives and property. Wildlands that historically burned frequently

with little damage now have greatly in-
creased potential for catastrophic fires.

Adding to the danger, California’s popula-
tion is growing, its urban and suburban areas
are expanding, and more people are building
homes in and adjacent to wildlands.

Thousands of homes are threatened by
wildfire each vyear, largely because of the
intermixing of housing and human activity
with undeveloped or lightly developed open
space in the “urban-wildland interface.”

The best strategy for minimizing costly
damage from wildfires is to manage, on a
long-term basis, the structural conditions
that fuel a fire.

Factors to consider include:

character of the natural and built
environment

building location, design, and materials
landscape design
irrigation system

ongoing maintenance

Hillside homes near wildlands are most at risk.






















































