
Low-Water Use Plants

Trees
Aesculus californica California Buckeye CA ¶ 

Arbutus ‘Marina’ Marina Madrone ¶ 

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree ¶

Arctostaphylos manzanita ‘Dr. 
Hurd’

Dr. Hurd Manzanita CA 

Brahea armata Mexican Blue Palm 

Ceanothus ‘Ray Hartman’ Ray Hartman Ceanothus CA ¶ 

Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud CA ¶

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon CA ¶

Lagerstroemia indica Crape Myrtle 

Laurus nobilis ‘Saratoga’ Saratoga Sweet Bay

Olea europaea Olive ¶ 

Pistacia chinensis ‘Keith Davey’ Keith Davey Chinese Pistache 

Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak CA ¶ 

Quercus douglasii Blue Oak CA ¶ 

Quercus englemannii Mesa Oak CA ¶

Quercus lobata Valley Oak CA ¶

Quercus rugosa Netleaf Oak ¶

Quercus suber Cork Oak ¶ 

Quercus tomentella Island Oak CA ¶

Grasses
Bouteloua gracilis ‘Blonde 
Ambition’

Blonde Ambition Mosquito
Grass CA

Carex tumulicola Foothill Fescue CA

Festuca californica California Fescue CA ¶

Festuca mairei Atlas Fescue ¶

Muhlenbergia dubia Pine Muhly ¶

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass CA ¶

Shrubs
Acacia cognata ‘Cousin Itt’ Little River Wattle

Alyogyne huegelii Blue Hibiscus ¶

Arctostaphylos densiflora 
‘Howard McMinn’

Howard McMinn 
Manzanita CA ¶

Artemisia californica California Sagebrush CA ¶

Baccharis pilularis Dwarf Coyote Bush CA ¶

Callistemon ‘Little John’ Little John Bottlebrush ¶

Ceanothus ‘Dark Star’ Dark Star Ceanothus CA ¶ 

Ceanothus maritumus ‘Valley 
Violet’

Valley Violet Mountain 
Lilac CA ¶ 

Cistus salvifolius ‘Prostratus’ Sageleaf Rockrose

Cistus spp. Rockrose 

Cotinus coggygria cvs. Smoke Tree ¶

Dasylirion wheeleri Desert Spoon

Dodonaea viscosa Hopseed Bush

Encelia californica Coast Sunflower CA ¶

Encelia farinosa Brittlebush CA ¶ 

Eriogonum fasciculatum California Buckwheat CA ¶

Frangula ‘Mound San Bruno’ San Bruno Coffeeberry CA ¶

Frangula californica ‘Leatherleaf’ Leatherleaf Coffeeberry CA ¶ 

Fremontodendron ‘Ken Taylor’ Ken Taylor Flannel Bush CA ¶

Grevillea spp. Grevillea ¶

Peritoma arborea Bladderpod CA ¶

Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage ¶

Ribes aureum var. gracillimum Golden Currant CA ¶

Ribes sanguineum var. glutino-
sum 

Pink Flowering Currant CA ¶

Ribes viburnifolium Evergreen Currant CA

Salvia clevelandii cvs. Cleveland Sage CA ¶

Salvia greggii/microphylla Autumn Sage

Sphaeralcea ambigua Apricot Mallow ¶

Teucrium fruticans Bush Germander 

Westringia fruticosa Coast Rosemary ¶ 

Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus Epilobium canum cvs.Cercis occidentalis
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Follow the QR code for plant 
descriptions and pictures.  
Visit www.ebmud.com/plants 
for more resources!



Low-Water Use Plants
Perennials

Anigozanthos cvs. Kangaroo Paw

Asclepias fascicularis Narrow-Leaf Milkweed CA ¶

Asclepias speciosa Showy Milkweed CA

Clinopodium douglasii Yerba Buena CA

Cordyline australis cvs. New Zealand Cabbage Tree

Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus Sticky Monkey Flower CA ¶

Epilobium canum cvs. California Fuchsia CA ¶

Epilobium canum 'Everett's 
Choice'

Everett's Choice California 
Fushia CA

Glandularia (Verbena) lilacina 
‘De La Mina’

Cedros Island Verbena CA

Heuchera maxima Island Alum Root CA

Juncus patens California Grey Rush CA ¶

Lavandula x allardii 'Meerlo' Lavander Meerlo

Lavandula stoechas Spanish Lavender

Libertia peregrinans Orange Libertia

Lomandra longifolia ‘LM300’ Breeze Dwarf Mat Rush

Lomandra longifolia 'Roma13' Variegated Dwarf Mat Rush

Lychnis coronaria Rose Campion

Monardella villosa Coyote Mint CA ¶

Nepeta x faassenii Catmint

Penstemon centranthifolius Scarlet Bugler CA ¶

Penstemon heterophyllus Foothill Penstemon CA ¶

Perovskia atriplicifolia Russian Sage

Phormium hybrids Flax

Romneya coulteri Matilija Poppy CA ¶

Salvia 'Dara's Choice' Sonoma Sage CA

Salvia spathacea Hummingbird Sage CA ¶

Sisyrinchium bellum Blue-Eyed Grass CA ¶

Symphoricarpos albus Common Snowberry CA

Teucrium chamaedrys Wall Germander

Groundcovers
Achillea millefolium cvs. Common Yarrow CA ¶

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi cvs. Bearberry CA

Berberis aquifolium var. repens Creeping Mahonia CA ¶

Ceanothus 'Centennial' Centennial Ceanothus CA

Ceanothus ‘Yankee Point’ Yankee Point Ceanothus CA

Dymondia margaretae Dymondia, Rock Ditty ¶

Lantana montevidensis cvs. Trailing Lantana

Lessingia filaginifolia California Aster CA

Lessingia filaginifolia ‘Silver 
Carpet’

Silver Carpet Corethrogyne CA

Rosmarinus officinalis cvs. Rosemary ¶

Thymus serpyllum 'Elfin' Elfin Thyme

Verbena rigida Sandpaper Verbena

Symbol Key
The plants on this list are low-water species and thrive 
with minimal supplemental irrigation.

CA = California Native: California native plants are 
adapted to wet winters and dry summers and may  
only need supplemental irrigation during abnormal  
dry seasons.

¶ = Summer Dry: Plants from areas in the world with 
little to no summer rain require minimal summer watering 
once established. Many California natives are considered 
summer dry. Observe how these plants do in your garden 
and provide supplemental irrigation to support plant 
health as needed.

cvs. = Cultivars

spp. = Species 

Note: Check with your local fire department to determine 
landscape and maintenance requirements. Good        
maintenance and healthy plants may help to reduce fires.

Agave attenuata cvs. Fox Tail Agave

Aeonium haworthii Pinwheel

Aloe ‘Blue Elf’ Blue Elf Aloe

Dudleya spp. Dudleya CA ¶

Hesperaloe parviflora cvs. Red Yucca

Yucca cvs. Yucca

Succulents

Salvia clevelandii cvs. Achillea millefolium cvs.
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