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2.40  Joan Ruderman 

JRUD-1-1.  The Draft EIR, page 2-14, Section 2.4-3 , Operating Characteristics, notes 
that long term site maintenance of EBMUD facilities includes controlling 
the growth of annual grasses, and that  the Oakland Fire Department 
inspects the site annually and has established specific vegetation 
requirements which EBMUD incorporates and utilizes in its on-going site 
maintenance program. 

As detailed in 2.1.2 Master Response on EBMUD Obligations to Comply 
with Local Ordinances, Obtain Local Agency Approvals and Permits, and 
Pay Local Agency Fees, EBMUD is exempt from local agency regulations 
including the City of Oakland Tree Regulations.  EBMUD has developed 
District Tree Management - Business Rules, which note that tree 
management practices are to “ensure site aesthetics, maintain public and 
worker safety, manage ladder fuels, prevent damage to and above and 
below ground facilities, pipelines and vaults and ensure reasonable access 
for operation and maintenance of the water and wastewater systems.  
Individual neighbor requests for tree trimming will be denied unless it 
meets specific requirements”.  The detailed District Tree Management – 
Business Rules are attached for reference at the end of this report, in the 
Appendix.  Also refer to Response JJPM-12. 
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2.41  Joan Ruderman  

JRUD-2-1. Refer to Response JJPM-12. Chapter 3 of the Draft EIR, Visual Quality, 
page 3-2.9, paragraph 4, states that existing perimeter landscaping along 
Estates Drive and downslope of the dam embankment between the 
Montclair Pumping Plant and Woods Drive would be preserved.  
Extensive tree removal was not identified by EBMUD as necessary for 
achieving the Project objectives, is not part of the defined project scope or 
budget, and has not been included in the Draft EIR analysis.

The landscape plan prepared for the project and outlined in the Draft EIR 
does not include removal of trees anywhere on the reservoir site, including 
the western side of the property.  The evaluation of Biological Resources 
in the Draft EIR similarly does not include such tree removal, and there is 
no Project or business purpose associated with such action. 

JRUD-2-2. Refer to Response JJPM-12.  At this point, EBMUD cannot determine 
whether tree removal would be widely accepted, particularly because this 
was not included in the Draft EIR or mentioned in response to the NOP, 
and because significant alteration of the landscaping in this area is not 
necessary to accomplish the project objectives, it is not proposed as part of 
the project.  
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2.42 Joan Ruderman 

JRUD-3-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

JRUD-3-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

JRUD-3-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.43 Joan Ruderman 

JRUD-4-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 
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2.44 Jane Sinton 

JS-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3.
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2.45 John St. John and Maria Saarinen 

JSMS-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

JSMS-1-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

JSMS-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.46 John St. John and Maria Saarinen 

JSMS-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 
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2.47 Lauren Kahn 

LK-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 

LK-2. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

LK-3.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

LK-4. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.48 Lauren Kahn and James Hallock 

LKJH-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

LKJH-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

LKJH-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.49 Lee Wilson and A. Hyatt 

LWAH-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

LWAH-1-2.  Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

LWAH-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.50 Lee Wilson and A. Hyatt 

LWAH-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3.
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2.51 Martin Bennett 

MB-1-1. As promised in earlier community meetings for the Project in 2008 and 
2009, and as is standard EBMUD practice, a Notice of Availability for the 
Draft EIR for the Estates Reservoir Replacement Project identifying the 
public review period for the Draft EIR and public meeting date/location to 
discuss the Draft EIR was mailed to approximately 950 residents of the 
neighborhood and interested parties in mid-August, 2009.  The notice 
directed recipients to the EBMUD website for the Estates Project for 
details on the Draft EIR, and also presented the option of requesting 
copies of the Draft EIR.  A CD of the Draft EIR was mailed to the 
commenter on August 14, 2009. 
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2.52  Martin Bennett  

MB-2-1.  Comment noted. 

MB-2-2. Regarding the comment of Maintaining a Health Environment, refer to 
Response JJPM-9.

In addition, EBMUD contractors are monitored by EBMUD construction 
inspectors throughout project construction. Construction Inspectors have 
the responsibility for ensuring that Mitigation Measures identified in the 
Draft EIR and approved by the EBMUD Board of Directors (including 
construction specifications) are implemented.  

Comment regarding loss of home value prior to and during construction is 
speculative and is not an environmental issue pursuant to CEQA.  Refer to 
2.1.3 Master Response on Social and Economic Factors. 

MB-2-3. Regarding the comment Assuring Personal Safety and Security, refer to 
Response JJPM-11. 

MB-2-4. Regarding the comment on Mediation of Noise, Chapter 3, Section 9, 
pages 3-9.1 through 3-9.20 of the Draft EIR addresses the potential for 
Noise and Vibration impacts associated with the Project.  Impacts 3.9-1, 
3.9-2 and 3.9-3 (pages 3-9.12 through 3-9.20) address intermittent and 
temporary noise during construction, noise increases associated with truck 
traffic, and the potential for vibration that could disturb residents and 
cause cosmetic damage to buildings and structures.  The Draft EIR 
provides an extensive list of measures to mitigate noise or vibration, and 
concludes that Mitigation Measures 3.9-1a, 3.9-1b and 3.9-1c; and 3.9-3 
would reduce potential impacts to a Less than Significant level.  
Therefore, additional measures as suggested by commenter are not 
required, and could also generate new visual impacts that have not been 
evaluated in the Draft EIR. 

MB-2-5. Regarding the comment on Assuring Financial Security, scenarios 
described are speculative. Refer to 2.1.1 Master Response on Insurance 
and Damage Claims and 2.1.3 on Social and Economic Costs. 

MB-2-6. Regarding the comment Mitigate Pest Infestation, refer to Response 
JJPM-11.

MB-2-7. Regarding the comment on Minimizing Estates Drive traffic congestion, 
refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation for a discussion 
of  traffic routing including the reasons for the proposed construction 
routing.
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MB-2-8. Regarding the comment on Community Sustainability, Chapter 2 of the 
Draft EIR, page 2-11, discusses Schedule, Work Hours and Staging for the 
Project.  The last paragraph notes that construction hours would be from 
7 a.m. - 7 p.m. consistent with the City of Oakland Noise Ordinance. 
Reducing the number of work hours would have the effect of increasing 
construction duration beyond the estimated 18-24 month period.  This 
would prolong residents’ experience of construction impacts as analyzed 
in the Draft EIR and would also unnecessarily increase construction costs.

MB-2-9. A Project Liaison will be assigned to the Project during the construction 
phase and the phone number for the liaison will be posted on the site and 
provided in advanced notifications (Mitigation Measure 3.6-1, page 3-6.19 
Draft EIR; and Mitigation Measure 3.9-1b, last bullet, page 3-9.17).  In 
addition, construction inspectors will be on the site during the construction 
hours and can respond to urgent issues regarding public health or safety 
(Response MB-2-2, above). This format has been successfully used for 
EBMUD construction projects.

MB-2-10. Regarding the comment on Function of Pedestrian Foot Path, Chapter 2 of 
the Draft EIR, page 2-8, paragraph 2, describes the improvements 
proposed to the existing footpath which runs from the west of the reservoir 
site frontage (approximately opposite to 6144 Estates Drive) along the 
north site frontage, adjacent to the existing reservoir fence line.  The Draft 
EIR clearly states that the existing path will be looped and improved.  The 
existing vehicular access point will be maintained, and new interior 
parking at two locations on site will be screened.  With the one exception 
described in 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation, a new 
8-foot high security fence will be installed at approximately the same 
location as the existing fence, and the fence mesh size will be changed to 
one inch.  Commenter’s concerns about EBMUD creating a “pocket park” 
are unfounded.  The increase in security fence height, smaller fence mesh 
and minor shift in the replacement security fence location should similarly 
improve and not compromise site security. 

From a construction perspective, it would not be practical or cost effective 
to install the low, wooden perimeter fence/barrier along Estates frontage 
until all of the construction and landscaping is completed.  Regarding the 
City of Oakland installing speed bumps at the hairpin curve on Estates 
Drive, EBMUD has no authority over the City of Oakland Public Works 
Department, which has the responsibility for street design and 
maintenance in Oakland.   

MB-2-11. Regarding the comment on No Clear Plan for Interface between EBMUD 
Construction with the Residents and Oversight, this comment has already 
been addressed in Response MB-2-9, above. 
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MB-2-12. Regarding comments about Air Quality impacts, refer to Response 
JJPM-9.  Regarding comments about traffic impacts refer to Response 
MB-2-7 and 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  For 
obvious reasons, EBMUD is not responsible for any comments made by 
real estate agents at the time the property was purchased. 

MB-2-13. Regarding comment about Sound Reduction and Air Control 
Mediation, this comment has already been addressed in Response 
JJPM-9.

MB-2-14. Regarding the comment about Locating the Border Fence, this comment 
has already been addressed in Response MB-2-10.  Mitigation Measure 
3.2-2, bullet 2, states that EBMUD will coordinate with neighborhood 
representatives regarding the placement of new plantings to effect 
screening, and this input will be incorporated into the Final Landscape 
Plan.  Regarding site screening, refer to Response JJPM-10.

MB-2-15.  Regarding the comment about Finance Wholeness, refer to Master 
Response 2.1.1.on Insurance and Damage Claims.  

MB-2-16. Regarding remaining questions about mediation requests, appeals, claims 
and reimbursement, refer to Master Response 2.1.1 on Insurance and 
Damage Claims.  
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2.53 Mark Bostick 

MBOS-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

MBOS-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

MBOS-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.54 Mark Bostick and Marna Mignone 

MBMM-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

MBMM-1-2.  Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

MBMM-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.55 Mark Bostick and Marna Mignone 

MBMM-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3.
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2.56 Michael Desler 

MD-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

MD-1-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

MD-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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MD-2-1
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2.57 Michael Desler 

MD-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 
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MH-1-1

MH-1-2

MH-1-3
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2.58 Mary Hanna 

MH-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

MH-1-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

MH-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 
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2.59 Mary Hanna 

MH-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 
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MSJ-1-1
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2.60 Michael and Susan Jordan 

MSJ 1-1.   EBMUD appreciates the review and input of the Draft EIR and 
concurrence with the conclusions in the document. 

MSJ-1-2. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Construction 
of the project will not alter the existing design or operation of Estates 
Drive with regard to roadway or pedestrian facilities, and EBMUD has 
undertaken the pedestrian path improvements in response to concerns of 
neighboring property owners.  The design that is being proposed utilizes 
sight distances that are intended to maximize safety by increasing the road 
area that can be viewed upon exiting the path. 
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2.61 Michael and Susan Jordan 

MSJ-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

MSJ-2-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

MSJ-2-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 



Comment Letter MSJ-3

MSJ-3-1
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2.62 Michael and Susan Jordan 

MSJ-3-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter MSJ-4

MSJ-4-1

MSJ-4-2

MSJ-4-3

MSJ-4-4
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2.63 Michael and Susan Jordan 

MSJ- 4-1. Support for Reed Settlemeir’s request for a safe path noted. 

MSJ- 4-2. EBMUD’s property boundary presently extends to the edge of pavement 
on Estates Drive, although the actual fence location varies from 10-20 feet 
into the reservoir site.  The existing “informal” pedestrian path is already 
on EBMUD property, as noted on page 3-6.9 of the Draft EIR, 
paragraph 4. 

MSJ- 4-3. The Draft EIR page 2-8, paragraph 2, clearly identifies the scope of 
proposed improvements to the existing pedestrian path along Estates 
Drive, specifically that the path will be improved and looped.  Refer to 
Response MB-2-11 regarding the concern that the site will become a 
magnet for people not resident in the neighborhood.  This is speculative 
with regard to the improvements being undertaken. Regarding police 
patrols to the site/area, as previously stated for many comments, EBMUD 
has no authority over the way in which the City of Oakland Police 
Department deploys its resources.  

MSJ- 4 4. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Pursuant to 
CEQA, EBMUD, like any other project developer in the State of 
California, is required to identify environmental impacts associated with 
its projects and to mitigate those impacts to a Less than Significant level.  
The Draft EIR for this Project describes EBMUD’s efforts to do so in 
detail.



 Comment Letter MV

MV-1
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2.64 Melinda Vahedi 

MV-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter PH-1

From: Phil Handin [mailto:phil.handin@engmannoptions.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2009 2:42 PM 
To: Blackwell, Michelle 
Subject: RE: Estates Reservoir Replacement Project Draft EIR

Good afternoon, Michelle--
In this description, and prior descriptions of this DEIR, it doesn't 
mention
the Dingee plans; are the Dingee plans addressed in this DEIR, or will 
there be a
separate document for the Dingee?

From: Blackwell, Michelle [mailto:mblackwe@ebmud.com]  
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2009 2:12 PM 
To: Blackwell, Michelle 
Subject: Estates Reservoir Replacement Project Draft EIR

Notice of Availability 
The proposed Estates Reservoir Replacement Project involves the demolition of Estates Reservoir 
including removal of the roof, features and supporting structures, and construction of two buried 
3.3 million gallon (MG) replacement tanks. The reservoir bowl will be landscaped with a mixture 
of drought tolerant native grasses and shrubs, interspersed with trees. Existing landscaping, 
including trees that screen the site along Estates Drive, will be preserved.  The project also  
includes the upgrade of the existing pumps, motors and related appurtenances within the existing 
structure at the Montclair Pumping Plant, also located on the Estates Reservoir site.  
The Estates Reservoir Replacement Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is published as of 
August 17, 2009 with written comments due by October 16, 2009.  The Draft EIR is available for 
viewing and download on the EBMUD web site www.ebmud.com. Copies are also available for 
review at the Oakland Public Library (Main Branch) and Montclair branch.  A public meeting is 
scheduled for September 21, 2009, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. at the Zion Lutheran Church, 5201 Park 
Blvd., Oakland to review the Draft EIR and to gain public comment.
Please send written comments to Gwendolyn A. Alie, Associate Planner, by mail to EBMUD, 
Mail Slot #701, P.O. Box 24055, Oakland, CA 94623-1055 or email at estateseir@ebmud.com.
Responses to written comments will be included in the Final EIR. 
Requests for copies of the Draft EIR can be made by emailing estateseir@ebmud.com or by 
contacting Michelle Blackwell at 510 287-2053.

Just a reminder - You should have received the postcards a week or so ago.   

Thank you, 

Michelle Blackwell 
Community Affairs Representative 
East Bay Municipal Utility District 
510 287 2053 

PH-1-1
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2.65 Phil Handin 

PH-1-1. The Draft EIR, page S-1 (paragraph 1) notes that “…the Dingee Reservoir 
will be removed from service once the (Estates Reservoir Replacement) 
Project is constructed and in-service.”  Page 2-1 (paragraph 2, last 
sentence) notes “The Dingee Reservoir will be decommissioned once the 
replacement Estates tanks are in-service.”  EBMUD has no further plans 
for the Dingee Reservoir because the replacement Estates tanks will 
provide water storage for the entire Dingee Pressure Zone. 



Comment Letter PH-2

PH-2-3

PH-2-1

PH-2-2

PH-2-4

PH-2-5
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2.66  Phil Handin  

PH-2-1. Attendance at meeting acknowledged. 

PH-2-2. Regarding dust and exhaust emissions, refer to Response CB-1.  
Regarding Air Quality impacts, the Draft EIR page 3-7.12 notes that 
there is a less than insignificant impact associated with four 
potential impacts: conflict to any air quality plans of the BAAQMD 
(Impact 3.7-1); incremental contribution to cumulative effect for criteria 
pollutants in the San Francisco Bay Region (Impact 3.7-3); expose 
sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations (Impact 3.7-4); 
and create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people 
(Impact 3.7-5).  The Draft EIR states that the potential to contribute to the 
existing violation of air quality standards for fugitive dust emissions 
during construction and demolition or from diesel emissions from diesel 
powered equipment will be reduced to a Less than Significant level 
with implementation of Mitigation Measures 3.7-2a and 3.7-2b, on 
pages 3-7.15 through 3-7.17.

PH-2-3. Regarding street paving, the Draft EIR, page 3-6.20 notes that Project 
construction would cause increased wear and tear on roadways used by 
construction vehicles (Impact 3.6-3).  Mitigation Measure 3.6-3 notes that 
EBMUD contract documents will require that road conditions will be 
documented for all routes that would be used by construction vehicles 
both before and after construction.  If required, EBMUD will repave 
affected road segments to the pre-existing conditions.  Repaving affected 
roadways continuously during construction is not feasible since the 
defined truck and vehicle routes would be utilized throughout the reservoir 
construction phase and continuous repair would be duplicative, inefficient 
and unnecessarily costly.  Refer to 2.1.4  Master Response on Traffic and 
Circulation.

PH-2-4.  Refer to 2.1.1 Master Response on Insuring Projects and Processing 
Claims. 

PH-2-5.  Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation. 



Comment Letter PH-3

PH-3-1
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2.67  Phil Handin  

PH-3-1. The request for these and any street improvements in the City of Oakland 
should be more appropriately directed to the Oakland Department of 
Public Works.  EBMUD has no responsibility for public streets or 
thoroughfares in Oakland, or any jurisdiction in its service area.

 Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation. 



Comment Letter PH-4

PH-4
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2.68  Phil Handin  

PH-4-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter RC-1

RC-1-1

RC-1-2

RC-1-3
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2.69 Roseanne Carrigan 

RC-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines.

RC-1-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

RC-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 



Comment Letter RC-2

RC-2-1
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2.70 Roseanne Carrigan 

RC-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter RLW-1

RLW-1-1

RLW-1-2

RLW-1-3
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2.71 Robert and Lila Walz 

RLW-1-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

RLW-1-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

RLW-1-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 



Comment Letter RLW-2

RLW-2-1
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2.72 Robert and Lila Walz 

RLW-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter SKL

SKL-1
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2.73  Scott and Kathy Law  

SKL-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter SS-1

SS-1-1

SS-1-2



Comment Letter SS-1

SS-1-2
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2.74 Susan Sprague 

SS 1-1.   EBMUD appreciates the review and input of the Draft EIR and 
concurrence with the conclusions in the document. 

SS-1-2. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Construction 
of the project will not alter the existing design or operation of Estates 
Drive with regard to roadway or pedestrian facilities, and EBMUD has 
undertaken the pedestrian path improvements in response to concerns of 
neighboring property owners.  The design that is being proposed utilizes 
sight distances that are intended to maximize safety by increasing the road 
area that can be viewed upon exiting the path. 



Comment Letter SS-2

SS-2-1

SS-2-2

SS-2-3
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2.75 Susan Sprague 

SS-2-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  The described 
conditions have been noted in the Draft EIR.  While EBMUD is proposing 
some improvements to the existing pedestrian access, enhancements to 
Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, and the eastern and western 
limits of the pedestrian path are not being changed in order to retain the 
existing sight lines. 

SS-2-2.    Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  While 
EBMUD is proposing some improvements to the existing pedestrian 
access, enhancements to Estates Drive are outside of the project scope, 
and the eastern and western limits of the pedestrian path are not being 
changed in order to retain the existing sight lines. 

SS-2-3. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation.  Regarding the 
comment about overgrown vegetation at 6130 Estates Drive and elsewhere 
and the perception that overgrown landscaping is impacting roadway 
visibility and exacerbating a hazardous roadway condition, EBMUD has 
no authority to prune or otherwise maintain landscaping at a private 
residence on Estates Drive or at any property that it does not own 
elsewhere within its service area. EBMUD suggests that this concern be 
addressed to the property owner and/or coordinated with the City of 
Oakland Public Works Department. 



Comment Letter SS-3

SS-3-1
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2.76 Susan Sprague 

SS-3-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3.



Comment Letter VV

VV-1
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2.77 Vahed Vahedi 

VV-1. Refer to 2.1.4 Master Response on Traffic and Circulation and BRS-1-2, 
2-1, 2-2 and 2-3. 



Comment Letter WRCKR



Comment Letter WRCKR

WRCKR-3

WRCKR-2

WRCKR-1



Comment Letter WRCKR

WRCKR-3
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2.78  Walter Reid and Carolina Katz Reid 

WRCKR-1.  The Draft EIR clearly notes in the Project Description Summary, page S-3 
and in Section 2.1, Overview, page 2-1, that the Estates Reservoir 
Replacement Project includes an upgrade to the electrical and mechanical 
facilities of the Montclair Pumping Plant.  There are no plans to relocate 
the Montclair Pumping Plant as it was seismically strengthened in 1999 
and the building is adequately sized to meet both existing and future 
capacity requirements.  

WRCKR-2.  Regarding disagreement with the conclusion stated on page 3.9-8 of the 
Draft EIR that the pump noise for the Montclair Pumping Plant is barely 
detectable and makes no measurable contribution to the overall sound 
level in the area, this conclusion was reached after a site assessment and 
analysis by a qualified noise consultant.  Ambient area noise level was 
measured at 55 dBA and after startup, pump noise was measured at 55-56 
dBA at the pump house, and 50 dBA at the property line of the nearest 
residence.  No changes in pumping plant operations are anticipated, but 
these concerns will be considered during the design phase. 

Further, please note that because the Estates Reservoir and Montclair 
Pumping Plant are part of the EBMUD’s water distribution system, it is 
inevitable that unforeseen and unforeseeable maintenance work is 
sometimes required to keep the system operational and to maintain service 
to customers served by these facilities.  These are rare and unanticipated 
events.

WRCKR-3.  Regarding potential health risks associated with the PG&E transformer, 
the Montclair Pumping Plant was constructed in 1936, which predates 
construction of the majority of residences on Wood Street.  In addition, as 
the letter notes, the National Institute of Environmental Health Science 
website summarizes that there is no conclusive evidence in the medical 
literature linking electric and magnetic fields to health problems.  The 
research is ongoing on this issue.
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2.79 Estates Draft EIR Public Meeting 
(September 21, 2009, Zion Lutheran Church) 

EDPM-1.  Site/Security Fencing. Refer to Response SKL-1. 

EDPM-2.  Truck Queuing on Estates. Refer to Master Response 2.1.4 on Traffic and 
Circulation.

EDPM-3.  Worker parking and carpooling at Piedmont Reservoir site.  The Draft 
EIR, page 3-6.19 addresses the potential for increased demand for parking 
to accommodate worker vehicles. Mitigation Measure 3.6-2 (page 3-6.20) 
requires EBMUD to provide designated on-site parking areas and for the 
construction specifications to require the contractor to secure off-site 
parking and provide shuttles to transport workers to and from the Project 
site, where necessary.  The Piedmont Reservoir site is in-use and is a 
secured EBMUD facility.  It is also located in a residential setting outside 
the general traffic zone evaluated for the Project.  The Draft EIR already 
requires the contractor to secure appropriate sites for worker carpooling; 
therefore identification of specific EBMUD or other sites is not considered 
necessary.

EDPM-4.  Public Notification of construction phases and duration.  The Draft EIR, 
page 3-6.19, Mitigation Measure 3.6-1, bullet 1, clearly states that the 
Traffic Management Plan for the project shall include information 
regarding the work hours for each phase of Project construction, the 
process for notifying residents of construction activity, and the means for 
people to report construction related problems.  

EDPM-5.  Noise: what does 90 dBA sound like? The Draft EIR, page 3-9.3, 
Table 3.9-2 Typical Noise Levels in the Environment notes that 90 dBA 
sounds like a large truck passing by at 15 meters away, while 100 dBA 
sounds like a pile driver at 20 meters.  The indoor equivalent would be a 
night club with live music. 

EDPM-5.  Estates pedestrian path.  Refer to Response SKL-12. 

EDPM-6.  Need for privacy screening during construction.  Refer to Response 
JJPH-10.

EDPM-7.  Vegetation trimming.  Refer to Response JR-1. 

EDPM-8.  Claims and compensation for impacted residents.  Refer to 2.1.1 Master 
Response on Insurance and Liability Program. 

EDPM-9.  Security (Thefts and break-ins).  Refer to Response CO-CQ-2. 
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EDPM-10.  Estates and Bullard is a sensitive location regarding road paving stability.
Refer to Response PH-3 regarding street repaving, and PH-4 regarding 
consideration of Estates Drive configuration in the Draft EIR.   

EDPM-11.  Pre construction survey of homes, upon request.  The Draft EIR does not 
consider the need for pre-construction surveys of homes.  However, 
Master Response 2.1.1 addresses Insurance and Liability and the process 
for filing claims.  Revisions to the Draft EIR Mitigation Measure 3.9-3 
will provide for home surveys/inspections as a basis for construction 
claims and the assignment of a Project Liaison to facilitate and expedite 
the process.

EDPM-12.  City of Piedmont BlairPark Project will use Moraga/SR13.  Potential 
traffic impact.  Refer to Response CO-CQ-2.  Evaluation of the City of 
Piedmont’s project has been added to the Cumulative Impacts section of 
the Draft EIR, Chapter 5.  The conclusion of the assessment is that the 
potential for increased traffic/circulation impacts can be addressed by 
coordination between the jurisdictions and contractors. 

EDPM-13.   Air Quality/construction impacts for older residents “sensitive receptors”. 
Refer to Response PH-2-2. 

EDPM-14.   Increased police patrols during construction.  Refer to Response 
CO-CQ-2.
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Chapter 3 
Text Revisions 

3.1   Introduction  

The following revisions have been made to the Draft EIR.  These corrections include: 
minor corrections made by the EIR authors to improve writing clarity, grammar, and 
consistency; corrections additions or clarifications requested by a specific comment; or 
staff initiated text changes to update information presented in the Draft EIR.  The text 
revisions are organized by the chapter and page number that appear in the Draft EIR. 
Strikethrough text presented in this section indicates that text has been deleted from the 
Draft EIR.  Text that has been added to the Draft EIR is presented as underlined.

3.2  Text Revisions 

3.2-1 Staff Initiated Additions to the Draft EIR.

Draft EIR Summary 

Section S.6.  Issues Raised During Public Outreach/Notice of Preparation Scoping 
Review Period, page S-26, paragraph 3.  Text has been revised as follows: 

 “The initial step in the EIR process was to issue a Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) for the Project.  The NOP was published on August 13, 2008 and 
the 30-day review/comment period expired on September 15, 2008.  An 
agency meeting for the Project was held at EBMUD Administration 
Center and Business Office in Oakland on August 27, 2008.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to present the Project to interested parties and 
resource, trustee and local agencies, and to solicit input as to the scope 
and content of the EIR.  One comment was No comments were submitted 
by close of the NOP period.  The NOP and comment letter are included 
in attached as Appendix B.  As of September 23, 2009, another comment 
letter on the NOP was received from the State Department of Water 
Resources and this is also included in Appendix B.
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Chapter 2: Project Description and Chapter 3: Environmental Setting, 
Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Section 1.2.2. Resources Not Evaluated Further in the EIR, page 1-2, second to 
last paragraph, and Section 3.1.2, page 3.1-2, last paragraph.  Text has been 
revised as follows: 

Effects found to not be significant and excluded from this EIR include: 
Hazard/ Hazardous Materials; Public Services; Utilities/Service Systems; 
Agricultural Resources; Recreation; Population/Housing; and Land 
Use/Planning and Hydrology and Water Quality.

3.2-2 Text Revisions in Response to Draft EIR Comments 

Draft EIR Summary 

Section S-3, page S-3, last paragraph.  Text is revised as follows:

In response to EBMUD’s Vulnerability Assessment Program- Security 
Upgrades and comments submitted on the Draft EIR, the existing chain-link 
security fence along the site perimeter will be replaced at the existing 
location, but moved inward of the existing fence line by about two feet in
the area where the existing fence is closest to the tight radius curve along 
Estates Drive, a distance of about 130 feet.  The fence height will increase 
from six to eight feet, and the mesh size will change from two inches to one 
inch.  The new security fence will also be black-vinyl- coated. 

Chapter 2 Project Description 

Section 2.1, Project Overview, Page 2-1, paragraph 3.  Text is revised as follows: 

Construction activities involve the demolition of the existing open-cut 
reservoir followed by the construction of two cylindrical 3.3-million 
gallon (MG) buried concrete tanks with landscaping and associated 
appurtenances.  A comprehensive landscape plan with varied plants, an 
architecturally detailed landscape wall, and contouring of the site will be 
implemented to create a new and pleasing aesthetic environment.  In 
response to EBMUD’s Vulnerability Assessment Program-Security 
Upgrades and comments submitted on the Draft EIR, the existing chain-
link security fence along the site perimeter will be replaced at the same 
location, except for a 130 foot length in the vicinity of the tight curve on 
Estates Drive, where it will be moved inward by about two feet.  The fence 
height will increase from six to eight feet, and the mesh size will change 
from two to one inch.  The fence color will remain the same (black). 
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Section 2.4, Project Characteristics, page 2-8, paragraph 2.  Text is revised as 
follows: 

The replacement tanks will be mostly buried as an integral part of the 
overall landscape design.  The site will be landscaped with a mixture of 
native grasses, shrubs, and trees as shown in the elevated views of the 
landscape plans shown in Figure 2-3.  An improved (looped) pedestrian 
path will be added.  Existing bushes along the perimeter will also be thinned 
while the lower branches of existing trees will be pruned (an on-going 
effort) to address fire prevention and security concerns, and to expand 
public views into and across the site.  The existing vehicular access point to 
the site from Estates Drive will be maintained.  New interior parking for 
EBMUD vehicles and equipment will be provided in two areas which will 
be screened to the extent feasible.  In response to EBMUD’s Vulnerability 
Assessment Program-Security Upgrades and comments submitted on the 
Draft EIR, the existing chain-link security fence along the site perimeter will 
be replaced at the existing location, except for a 130 foot length in the 
vicinity of the tight curve on Estates Drive, where it will be moved inward 
by about two feet.  The fence height will increase from six to eight feet, and 
the mesh size will change from two to one inch.  The fence color will 
remain the same (black). 

Page 2-9, paragraph 1, bullet 6.  Text is revised as follows: 

� Replacing the existing chain-link security fence along the site perimeter at
the existing location, except for a 130 foot length in the vicinity of the tight 
curve on Estates Drive, where it will be moved inward by about two feet.
The fence height will increase from six to eight feet, and the mesh size will 
change from two to one inch.  The fence color will remain the same (black). 

Chapter 3 Environmental Setting, Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Section 3.1 Visual Quality 

Mitigation Measure 3.2-1, page 3-2.8, text has been revised as follows, to address 
the need for privacy screening during construction: 

Measure 3.2-1: EBMUD will require the contractor to ensure that the 
construction site is clean by storing building materials and equipment within 
the proposed staging areas in the reservoir bowl, or in areas removed from 
public view, and by promptly removing construction debris that is not to be 
reused on-site.  Construction phasing shall be organized to minimize 
equipment storage on-site.

The contractor will be required to screen construction activity from 
residences/properties immediately adjacent to the reservoir site.  This 
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privacy screening shall be sufficient to obstruct views into resident’s 
properties from the construction area, and from residences into the 
construction site.  Temporary privacy screening shall be removed once 
project construction is completed.

EBMUD will also use temporary interpretive materials to explain the need 
for the Project during construction, in attractive and simple graphic displays.
Temporary signage locations could include, but would not be limited to, 
areas near the Estates Reservoir entry, along Estates Drive and the 
residentially developed segments of the truck route.  Permanent interpretive 
materials at the reservoir site would include an overview of the history of 
the reservoir, description and visual of the Royston design, and reference to 
where more detailed archive information is located, including a video of the 
active fountains and HALS style documentation.  Permanent signage design
will be finalized in the Project Design phase in conjunction with the 
landscape plan.

Mitigation Measure 3.2-2, page 3.2-10, bullet 6, last line, has been revised as 
follows, to address concerns about pedestrian safety/circulation: 

Measure 3.2-2:

� A Landscape Plan for the Estates Reservoir Replacement Project will 
be prepared during the Design Phase that will be consistent with the 
RHAA Concept Design Process and Recommendations Report 2008 
(updated 2009), and ensure that areas disturbed by construction are re-
graded and planted to result in landforms that are compatible with 
existing site topography and landscaping, as well as the neighborhood 
setting.

� EBMUD will coordinate with neighborhood representatives regarding 
the placement of new plantings to effect screening, and this input will 
be incorporated into the Final Landscape Plan.

� The contractor shall be required to warrant landscape plantings for one 
year after project completion.  

� Annual vegetation/tree pruning, consistent with City of Oakland Fire 
Department Fire Abatement Regulations, will continue to be 
implemented.

� EBMUD will ensure that the contractor restores graded, disturbed 
areas to a natural-appearing landform. 
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� Site improvements will include aesthetic/architectural treatment where 
facilities are located near to, or are visible from, public trails and 
residences, namely:
- Creating a new drainage feature with rocks and stones, around the 

reservoir valve pit at the base of the excavated basin. 
- Improving the existing trail on EBMUD property, along Estates 

Drive.
- Constructing a low, rustic, wooden fence along Estates Drive. 
- Constructing a parking area for EBMUD equipment and staff 

vehicles in the valve pit. 
- Replacing the existing six foot high perimeter chain link fence with 

two inch black webbing with an eight-foot high fence with one-
inch webbing, in the same color (black) and at the same location, 
except for a 130 foot length in the vicinity of the tight curve on 
Estates Drive, where it will be moved inward by about two feet.

Section 3.5 Cultural Resources 

Mitigation Measure 3.5-1, text has been revised as follows, to reflect Historic 
American Landscapes Survey: 

Measure 3.5-1: A Historic American Landscapes Survey Historic American 
Building Survey/Historic American Engineering Record style 
documentation of the Estates Reservoir roof designed by Robert Royston 
will be prepared. The level of documentation will be similar to that 
described in Historic American Landscapes Survey Historic American 
Building Survey documentation level II, which includes at a minimum 
measured drawings such as as-builts or original design plans, historic 
photographs, if available, and current large-format photographs that record 
significant landscape and architectural features, including the physical 
context of the resource, of significant architectural design features, and a 
written history and description.  The documentation will be submitted to the 
Oakland Heritage Alliance, the Oakland Historical Archives, the Oakland 
Cultural Heritage Survey staff within the Planning and Zoning Division of 
the City of Oakland, and the UC Berkeley Historical Archives. The intent is 
to reduce the adverse effect associated with loss of historical information; it 
will not prevent the physical loss of the resource and a significant and 
unavoidable impact will occur. 

Section 3.6 Traffic and Circulation 

Mitigation Measure 3.6-1, bullet 6, has been revised to as follows, to address the 
potential for truck queuing along Estates Drive and local streets: 

� Control and monitoring of construction vehicle movements through the 
enforcement of construction specifications by EBMUD on-site inspectors. 
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Inbound trucks should be given priority over outbound trucks to minimize 
truck queuing on local streets.

Section 3.9 Noise and Vibration 

Mitigation Measure 3.9-3, text has been revised as follows, to address the remote 
event that project construction could cause damage to residences: 

Measure 3.9-3: To prevent cosmetic or structural damage to adjacent or 
nearby structures, EBMUD will incorporate into contract specifications 
restrictions on construction whereby surface vibration will be limited to no 
more than 0.5 in/sec PPV, measured at the nearest residential or other 
sensitive structure.  In the unlikely and remote event that the project is 
demonstrated to have caused any damage to residences, compensation will 
be provided to repair any damage caused by the construction.  With 
homeowner permission, EBMUD will conduct pre-construction surveys of 
homes, sensitive structures and other areas of concern within the area of 
potential effects due to concrete demolition.  During construction, a Project 
Liaison will be assigned to facilitate communication and expedite claims 
processing within the legal framework available to all parties.

Chapter 5 Cumulative Impacts, Growth Inducement and Other Topics 
Required by CEQA 

Section 5.1 Cumulative Impacts 

Section 5.1.1 Approach to Analysis, page 5-1, last paragraph.  Text has been 
revised as follows:

This cumulative impact analysis uses a list of probable future projects under 
the purview of various agencies with jurisdiction in the Project area, 
including other EBMUD projects.  The analysis does not address cumulative 
impacts for resource issues not analyzed for the Project, i.e., for issues not 
found to be potentially significant and therefore excluded from analysis in 
the EIR.  Issues excluded include: Land-Use/Planning; Hazard/Hazardous 
Materials; Public Services; Utilities/Service Systems; Agricultural 
Resources; Recreation; Population and Housing, and Hydrology and Water 
Quality.

 Section 5.1.2 Projects with Potentially Related or Cumulative Effects, page 5-2.
Text has been revised as follows: 

The City of Piedmont initially mentioned three potential projects that were 
being considered of which two are planning studies, but noted that there is 
no established schedule or funding to implement any project.  No detail was 
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provided for these projects.  In December 2008, the City of Piedmont 
approved combining the Blair Park Sportsfield  and Coaches Field Synthetic 
Turf and Lighting Projects, and in September 2009 the City Council 
outlined an EIR process which would assume EIR certification in mid 2010. 
Construction would likely follow within the same time frame as the  
construction schedule for the Estates Reservoir Replacement  Project (2011-
2013).  The Blair Park Sportsfield/Coaches Field Synthetic Turf and 
Lighting Project is within the three mile radius of the Estates site as shown 
on modified Figure 5-1, and is therefore added to the projects considered as 
having a potential for cumulative impacts.

Section 5.1.2, page 5-3, paragraph 2.  Text has been revised as follows:

Table 5-1 lists projects within the three mile radius of the Estates 
Reservoir site, and Figure 5-1 shows their approximate location.  
Projects included in the table and figure include; 11 EBMUD 
projects, 2 Caltrans projects, and 1 City of Oakland project, and 1
City of Piedmont project.  Projects are described in terms of location, 
description, status, and construction schedule (where known).  In 
general, for future projects, construction schedules are broadly 
estimated and subject to change; therefore, the cumulative analysis is 
based on the conservative assumption that construction activities 
could occur within a three-year window of the proposed project’s 
construction schedule.  Given the existing local, statewide and 
national economic recession and financial crisis, there is even greater 
uncertainty about construction schedules for all projects listed. 

It is important to note that for a group of projects to generate cumulative 
impacts, they must be spatially and temporally proximate.  Only two one of 
the fifteen fourteen projects identified in Table 5.1 are is located within a 
one mile radius of the Estates Reservoir site (upgrade of the Montclair 
Pumping Plant, located on the Estates Reservoir site).  Eight projects are 
located within a two mile radius of the Project site and five projects are 
located within a three mile radius.  

Section 5.1.2, page 5-4, Table 5-1 is revised to include the City of Piedmont Blair 
Park Sportsfield and Coaches Field Synthetic Turf and Lighting Project, see item 
number 15.

Section 5.1.2, page 5-5, Figure 5-1 is also modified to include the City of 
Piedmont Blair Park Project which is within a one-mile radius of the Estates 
Reservoir site. 
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REVISED TABLE 5-1 
Projects with the Potential for Cumulative Impacts 

(Estates Reservoir Replacement – Construction Schedule, 2011-2013) 

Number Agency Project Name Project Description/Location 
Project 

Schedule/Status Source 
1 CALTR

ANS
Warren Freeway Storm 
Water Mitigation 

Warren Freeway, from Redwood Road 
to Carson Street 
Repair 5.0-5.5 miles of drains 

2011-2013 CALTRANS -
8/2008

2 CALTR
ANS

Caldecott Tunnel Fourth 
Bore

Add a fourth bore to the Caldecott 
Tunnel on Highway 24, North side 

2011-2013 CALTRANS -
2008

3 City of 
Oakland

Head Royce School  4314 Lincoln Avenue 
Master Plan Development. 

Completed Oakland 
Planning
Department -
10/2008

4 EBMUD 39th Ave,  Pressure Zone 
Improvements

4290 Maybelle 
Reservoir and Pumping Plant 
Improvements

2011-2013 EBMUD – 
12/2008

5 EBMUD Joaquin Miller Pumping 
Plant  

3213 Burdeck Drive 
Pumping Plant Improvements 

2015 EBMUD - 
12/2008

6 EBMUD Pinehaven Pressure Zone 
Improvements (PZI) 

6039 Grizzly Peak Boulevard 
Decommission Reservoir and  Pumping 
Plant  

2015-2016 EBMUD - 
12/2008

7 EBMUD Redwood Reservoir 4392 Terrabella Way 
Decommission Reservoir 

2015 EBMUD – 
12/2008

8 EBMUD Round Top  Pumping Plant  Selby Regional park 
Decommission Pumping Plant

2015 EBMUD - 
12/2008

9 EBMUD Swainland Reservoir 6275 Fairlane Drive 
Decommission Reservoir 

2013-2014 EBMUD - 
12/2008

10 EBMUD Claremont Center Golden Gate Ave at Chabot Road 
Aqueduct Repair 

2011-2014 EBMUD - 
12/2008

11 EBMUD Gwin Pumping Plant 6 Strathmoor Drive 
Rehabilitate Pumping Plant

2014-2015 EBMUD - 
12/2008

12 EBMUD Montclair Pumping Plant 6317 Estates Drive 
Rehabilitate  Pumping Plant  

2013-2014 EBMUD - 
12/2008

13 EBMUD Redwood Pumping Plant 3851 39th Avenue 
Rehabilitate Pumping Plant

2014-2017 EBMUD - 
12/2008

14 EBMUD Dingee Pumping Plant 
Discharge Pipeline 

From Claremont Center along Golden 
Gate to Broadway segment (Estates  
Reservoir end-point). Replace Pipeline 

2011-2013 EBMUD -
4/2009

15 City of 
Piedmont

Blair Park 
Sportsfield/Coaches Field 
Synthetic Turf and Lighting

Moraga Road, from Pala Avenue to the 
Piedmont City boundary,  Ballfield 
Project

2011-2013 City of 
Piedmont
website, 
9/2009.
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Section 5.2 Cumulative Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Traffic and Circulation 

Impact C-5: Cumulative traffic and roadway disruptions.  Page 5-8,  paragraph 3, 
text has been revised as follows:

As shown in Figure 5.1, the potential for potential cumulative traffic 
impacts as a result of  known projects is remote to non-existent since, with 
the exception of the Montclair Pumping Plant Upgrade, which is part of the 
proposed Project, as known projects are not located in proximity of the site.
However, there could be a significant cumulative effect associated with the 
projects listed in Table 5.1 for State Routes 24 and 13, and Interstate 580.
there is a potential for cumulative traffic and circulation impact associated 
with construction of the City of Piedmont Blair Park Ballfield/Coaches Field 
Synthetic Turf and Lighting Project which is within a one mile radius of the 
Estates Reservoir site and which may have a construction schedule within 
the 2011-2013 time frame identified for the Estates project construction.
The potential cumulative impact would be related to the City of Piedmont 
and EBMUD using Moraga Avenue, SR13, and Mountain Boulevard as 
construction traffic routes for their respective projects.  The Estates Draft 
EIR identifies Moraga Avenue/ SR13 as the exit route for project 
construction traffic.  As noted in the preceding paragraph, the Draft EIR has 
already identified potentially significant traffic and circulation impacts 
associated with these locations and provided mitigation measures to reduce 
potential impacts to a Less than Significant level (Mitigation Measure 3.6-1, 
page 3-6.19).  It is incumbent upon the City of Piedmont to ensure that the 
EIR it prepares for the Ballfield Project considers the Estates Reservoir 
Project in its EIR analysis, since the Estates EIR will be certified well in 
advance of the City of Piedmont EIR for the Ballfield Project. 

The other known projects listed in Table 5.1 are either not located in 
proximity of the Estates Reservoir site, or in the case of the projects for 
State Routes 24 and 13, and Interstate 580, the schedule for construction is 
uncertain.

Noise and Vibration 

Impact C-7: Cumulative construction noise and vibration impacts.  Page 5-9, 
paragraph 2, text has been revised as follows: 

The Project would result in intermittent and temporary noise above existing 
ambient noise levels due to construction activities in the Project vicinity.
With implementation of mitigation measures, outlined in Chapter 3, the 
Project’s short-term noise impacts would be Less than Significant, although 
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possibly still periodically and intermittently noticeable at the closest noise-
sensitive receptors across Estates Drive, and adjacent to the reservoir site.  
The City of Piedmont Blair Park Ballfield/Coaches Field Synthetic Turf and 
Lighting Project is located within a one mile radius of the Estates reservoir 
site, on Moraga Road and it’s constructions schedule may coincide (at least 
in part) with that of the Estates Project.  This creates a (remote) potential for 
cumulative construction noise impacts associated with the Piedmont 
Ballfield Project, particularly regarding truck traffic.  In general, while there 
is a remote potential for the proposed Project to contribute to construction 
noise levels generated by the cumulative projects listed in Table 5-1, due to 
the distant location of the majority of projects and uncertain construction 
timing, the potential for cumulative noise impacts would be remote to non-
existent.

Appendix C. 

Initial Study/Environmental Impact Checklist 

Page 22 of the Initial Study Environmental Impact  Checklist, VIII. Hydrology 
and Water Quality (a), text has been revised as follows, to reflect Additional 
Regulations pertaining to "C-3" Provisions contained in the California Regional 
Water Quality Control Board – San Francisco Bay Region’s Alameda 
Countywide, National Pollutant Discharge elimination System (NPDES) 
Municipal Stormwater Permit: 

Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant

Impact
No

Impact
Issues (and Supporting Information Sources): 

VIII. HYDROLOGY AND WATER 
QUALITY. 

 Would the project: 

    

 a) Violate Regional Water 
Quality Control Board water 
quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

� � � ��

 b) Substantially deplete 
groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such 
that there would be a net 
deficit in aquifer volume or a 
lowering of the local 
groundwater table level (i.e., 
the production rate of pre-

� � � ��
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Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant

Impact
No

Impact
existing nearby wells would 
drop to a level which would 
not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been 
granted?

 c) Substantially after the 
existing drainage pattern of 
the site area, including 
through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, 
in a manner which would 
result in substantial erosion 
or siltation on- or off-site?  

� � � ��

 d) Substantially alter the 
existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the 
course of a stream or river, 
or substantially increase the 
rate or amount of surface 
runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on- 
or off-site? 

� � � ��

 e) Create or contribute runoff 
water which would exceed 
the capacity of existing or 
planned stormwater drainage 
systems to control? 

� � � ��

f) Otherwise substantially 
degrade water quality? 

� � � ��

 g) Place housing within a 100-
year flood plain, as mapped 
on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance 
Rate Map or other flood 
hazard delineation map? 

� � � ��

 h) Place within a 100-year 
flood plain structures which 
would impede or redirect 
flood flows? 

� � � ��

i) Expose people or structures 
to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving 
flooding, including flooding 

� � � ��
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Potentially
Significant

Impact

Less Than 
Significant With 

Mitigation
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant

Impact
No

Impact
as a result of the failure of a 
levee or dam?

j) Inundation by seiche, 
tsunami, or mudflow?   

� � � ��

a) The EBMUD water distribution system/facilities are designed, constructed, operated 
and maintained to conform to state and federal requirements for water treatment and 
discharge, thus no impacts to water treatment and discharge are anticipated and no 
further analysis and/or mitigation measures are proposed. 

In addition to requirements for erosion and sediment control and for pollution 
prevention measures during construction (Stormwater Pollution Prevention Permit, 
page 2-15 Draft EIR), RWQCB regulations now require post-construction 
stormwater treatment measures for new development and redevelopment projects 
that create and/or replace 10,000 sq. ft. or more of impervious surface.  And, these 
treatment measures must be designed following specific volume or flow hydraulic 
sizing criteria. Where feasible, pervious surfaces should be used instead of paving so 
that runoff can percolate to the underlying soil. Runoff from impervious areas 
meeting the above threshold must be treated. Potential BMPs include, but are not 
limited to, detention/retention units, infiltration structures, swales, sand filters, or 
wetlands.

If a project creates and/or replaces one acre or more of impervious surface and it is 
located in a susceptible area, hydromodification measures are required to ensure that 
post-construction runoff does not exceed pre-construction rates and/or durations. 

After reviewing the “C-3” regulations with the objective of determining its 
applicability to EBMUD projects in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, EBMUD 
has elected to initiate a process for systematically incorporating the C-3 
requirements into the EBMUD’s project design, construction, and maintenance 
practices. State law currently exempts projects that produce, generate, transmit or 
store water and wastewater from the building and zoning regulations of a city or 
county (Section 53091), so local agencies have no mechanism for mandating 
EBMUD conformance with C-3 regulations. Despite this exemption in the State 
law, EBMUD has elected to respond to the purpose and intent of the C-3 
regulations, as stated.

 No changes are proposed to Table 2.3 Discretionary Permits Potentially Required, 
page 2-15 of the Estates Draft EIR.

b) The project would not deplete groundwater supplies or recharge, because the 
permeable site surface will increase, with a commensurate increase in infiltration 
(from precipitation), groundwater and recharge.  No drinking water wells are located 
in the vicinity of the project site and thus no impacts to groundwater are anticipated 
and no further analysis and/or mitigation measures are proposed. 
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c) Natural drainage features at the project site will not be altered, but an increase in 
percolation and water collection at the proposed valve pit (in the reservoir bowl) is 
anticipated once the concrete reservoir lining is removed. Any increased water will 
easily percolate through the soil downstream into the existing culverted creek. 
Drainage patterns may be temporarily disrupted during construction. No impacts to 
the existing drainage system are anticipated and no further analysis and/or 
mitigation measures are proposed. Groundwater recharge may also increase as a 
result of measures chosen to satisfy the C-3 requirements.

d) Existing drainage patterns will be utilized (c., above). The project will not result in 
flooding on or off-site. Existing drainage patterns will be utilized while making 
accommodations, as necessary, to satisfy the C-3 requirements

e&f) The project will not increase storm water run-off. New and modified drainage 
located within the reservoir basin will tie into the existing storm drainage located at 
both sites, thus the project will not substantially degrade existing groundwater water 
quality, and thus no impacts to storm water are anticipated, and no further analysis 
and/or mitigation measures are proposed. 

g&j) The project sites are not located within a 100-year flood plain.  The project would 
eliminate the potential for flooding as a result of the failure of a dam.  
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