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A. Wastewater Capacity Fee for Non-Permit Applicants 
 
For applicants who are not required to obtain a Wastewater Discharge Permit the 
Wastewater Capacity Fee (WCF) is based on the applicant’s estimated annual wastewater 
discharge flow and strength. 
 
For an increase or change in water use caused by the creation of an accessory dwelling or 
junior accessory dwelling on a premises, WCF will be imposed only as authorized by Chapter 
13 of Division 1 of Title 7 of the Government Code. 

 
1. Single-Family Residential WCF 1,2                   $3,125 

 
2. Multi-Family Residential WCF 2, 3 

 
Residential WCF ($ Per Dwelling) 

For dwellings over 500 sq. ft. $2,192 

For dwellings 500 sq. ft. and under $1,712 
 

 
3. Non-Residential WCF for meters 1-1/2 inches and smaller (dollars per connection)2 

For service connections with meters 1-1/2 inches and smaller, the District reserves the 
right to request specific water use information from the applicant to determine applicant’s 
estimated annual wastewater discharge flow and strength. The District reserves the right 
to determine the appropriate meter size and wastewater strength category to meet the 
applicant’s estimated annual wastewater discharge flow and strength and assess the 
WCF using this Section (A)(3). If the District determines that the applicant’s estimated 
annual wastewater discharge flow exceeds 1,390 gallons per day (gpd) or that a meter 
larger than 1-1/2 inches is required to meet the applicant’s needs, this Section (A)(3) no 
longer applies. For estimated annual wastewater discharge flows that exceed 1,390 gpd 
and meters larger than 1-1/2 inches, Section (A)(4) shall be used to determine the WCF 
based on the applicant’s estimated annual wastewater discharge flow and strength 
category. The District’s decision shall be final. 

 

Strength Category Meter Size 
5/8 inch 3/4 & 1 inch 1-1/2 inch 

Low $4,647 $12,215 $23,796 
Medium 9,404 24,722 48,161 
High 18,413 48,405 94,298 
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4. Non-Residential (meter size over 1-1/2 inch) 2, 4, 5 

 
The WCF for service connections with meters larger than 1-1/2 inch shall be determined 
on a case-by-case basis by the District based on water use information furnished by the 
applicant and applying the per unit (1 unit = 748 gallons) WCF charge to the annual 
wastewater discharge flow calculated by the District for the appropriate strength category 
for the service connection. 

 
Strength Category $/unit/year 
Low  $35.20 
Medium 71.24 
High 139.49 

 

 
In no instance will the WCF for a meter larger than 1-1/2 inches be less than the 1-1/2 
inch price for a given strength category. 
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If the District has determined based on the water use information furnished that a meter larger 
than 1-1/2 inches is appropriate or if the estimated annual wastewater discharge exceeds 1,390 
gpd, the WCF calculated from the District’s estimate of annual wastewater discharge flow shall 
apply irrespective of the arrangement of the water metering or meter size at the premises. 
 
Business Classification Code (BCC) Category: Low Strength 
 

Code Description 
4500 Air Transportation 
7542 Automobile Washing and Polishing 
7215 Coin Operated Laundromats 
3200 Earthenware Manufacturing 
8060 Hospitals 
7000 Hotels, Motels with Food Service 
7300 Laboratories 
3470 Metal Coating 
3400 Metal Products Fabricating 
3300 Primary Metals Manufacturing 
8200 Schools 
2820 Synthetic Material Manufacturing 
 All Other Business Classification Codes 

(includes dischargers of only segregated 
domestic wastes from sanitary 
conveniences) 

 

 
BCC Category: Medium Strength 
 

Code Description 
2080 Beverage Manufacturing & Bottling 
2840 Cleaning and Sanitation Products 
7210 Commercial Laundries 
2830 Drug Manufacturing 
5812 Food Service Establishments 
2030 Fruit and Vegetable Canning 
2040 Grain Mills 
2893 Ink and Pigment Manufacturing 
2810 Inorganic Chemicals Manufacturing 
2600 Pulp and Paper Products 
2011 Slaughterhouses 
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BCC Category: High Strength 
 

Code Description 
2050 Bakeries (including Pastries) 
2020 Dairy Product Processing 
3410 Drum and Barrel Manufacturing 
7218 Industrial Laundries 
3110 Leather Tanning and Finishing 
2010 Meat Products 
2850 Paint Manufacturing 
2077 Rendering Tallow 
2090 Specialty Foods Manufacturing 
2060 Sugar Processing 

 

 
B. WCF for Permit Applicants  

  
For applicants who are required to obtain a Wastewater Discharge Permit, the WCF is based 
on the applicant’s estimated annual wastewater discharge flow and strength concentrations 
listed on the applicant’s discharge permit at the time of application. 
 

Permit Accounts 2, 4, 5   
     
 Flow ($/unit/year)  $15.73 
 Chemical Oxygen Demand (COD) ($/lb/year)  1.65 
 Total Suspended Solids (TSS) ($/lb/year)  7.56 

 

 
 

1Single-Family is BCC 8800 Single-Family. 
2A credit may be provided for existing services. Where a new service will replace one or more existing or prior 
services to a premises that previously paid a WFC, a credit will be applied to the new WCF. For existing meters 1-1/2 
inches and smaller, the value of the WCF credit will be determined using the flow and strength assumed in the 
original WCF and based on the current WCF schedule (for flow and strength), or based on the existing strength and 
meter size if the information from the original WCF is not available. For existing meters over 1-1/2 inches, the value of 
the WCF credit will be determined using the flow and strength assumed in the original WCF and based on the current 
WCF schedule (for flow and strength). If the flow and strength information is not available from the original WCF, the 
strength and flow from the most recent 10 years of usage and strength will be used to determine the WCF credit, 
provided that this value is not less than the value indicated in the schedule for the 1-1/2 inch meter. 
 
For premises on which no WCF was paid, customers will be granted a credit for the existing use. For existing meters 
1-1/2 inches and smaller, the WCF credit will be calculated based on the current WCF schedule for the existing meter 
size and strength. For existing meters over 1-1/2 inches, the WCF credit will be calculated based on the most recent 
10 years of usage and strength for the existing meter, provided that this value is not less than the value indicated in 
the schedule for the 1-1/2 inch meter.  
 
If the account is subject to an Estimation Permit, the usage credit will consider diversion. The WCF credit cannot be 
applied to a dedicated irrigation meter, standby meter, fire service meter, or in the case of a combination standard 
and fire service meter, the portion of the meter oversized for the private fire protection system. 
3Multi-family includes BCC 6513 Apartment Buildings and 6514 Multi-Family. 
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4WCF is based on the anticipated annual flow contributions and the average wastewater strength measured or 
assigned for each classification of customer. The District may review the actual flow and strength within 24 months, 
once the business is fully established to verify the estimated demand for wastewater capacity. The review may result 
in a determination of additional capacity fees if the actual flow and strength exceeds the original estimate. 
5Total fee is a summation of the unit rates for flow, COD, and TSS applied to the permit conditions at the time of 
application. 


