
Low-Water Use Plants

Trees
Aesculus californica California Buckeye CA ¶ 

Arbutus ‘Marina’ Marina Madrone ¶ 

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree ¶

Arctostaphylos manzanita ‘Dr. 
Hurd’

Dr. Hurd Manzanita CA 

Brahea armata Mexican Blue Palm 

Ceanothus ‘Ray Hartman’ Ray Hartman Ceanothus CA ¶ 

Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud CA ¶

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon CA ¶

Lagerstroemia indica Crape Myrtle 

Laurus nobilis ‘Saratoga’ Saratoga Sweet Bay

Olea europaea Olive ¶ 

Pistacia chinensis ‘Keith Davey’ Keith Davey Chinese Pistache 

Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak CA ¶ 

Quercus douglasii Blue Oak CA ¶ 

Quercus englemannii Mesa Oak CA ¶

Quercus lobata Valley Oak CA ¶

Quercus rugosa Netleaf Oak ¶

Quercus suber Cork Oak ¶ 

Quercus tomentella Island Oak CA ¶

Grasses
Bouteloua gracilis ‘Blonde 
Ambition’

Blonde Ambition Mosquito
Grass CA

Carex tumulicola Foothill Fescue CA

Festuca californica California Fescue CA ¶

Festuca mairei Atlas Fescue ¶

Muhlenbergia dubia Pine Muhly ¶

Muhlenbergia rigens Deer Grass CA ¶

Shrubs
Acacia cognata ‘Cousin Itt’ Little River Wattle

Alyogyne huegelii Blue Hibiscus ¶

Arctostaphylos densiflora 
‘Howard McMinn’

Howard McMinn 
Manzanita CA ¶

Artemisia californica California Sagebrush CA ¶

Baccharis pilularis Dwarf Coyote Bush CA ¶

Callistemon ‘Little John’ Little John Bottlebrush ¶

Ceanothus ‘Dark Star’ Dark Star Ceanothus CA ¶ 

Ceanothus maritumus ‘Valley 
Violet’

Valley Violet Mountain 
Lilac CA ¶ 

Cistus salvifolius ‘Prostratus’ Sageleaf Rockrose

Cistus spp. Rockrose 

Cotinus coggygria cvs. Smoke Tree ¶

Dasylirion wheeleri Desert Spoon

Dodonaea viscosa Hopseed Bush

Encelia californica Coast Sunflower CA ¶

Encelia farinosa Brittlebush CA ¶ 

Eriogonum fasciculatum California Buckwheat CA ¶

Frangula ‘Mound San Bruno’ San Bruno Coffeeberry CA ¶

Frangula californica ‘Leatherleaf’ Leatherleaf Coffeeberry CA ¶ 

Fremontodendron ‘Ken Taylor’ Ken Taylor Flannel Bush CA ¶

Grevillea spp. Grevillea ¶

Peritoma arborea Bladderpod CA ¶

Phlomis fruticosa Jerusalem Sage ¶

Ribes aureum var. gracillimum Golden Currant CA ¶

Ribes sanguineum var. glutino-
sum 

Pink Flowering Currant CA ¶

Ribes viburnifolium Evergreen Currant CA

Salvia clevelandii cvs. Cleveland Sage CA ¶

Salvia greggii/microphylla Autumn Sage

Sphaeralcea ambigua Apricot Mallow ¶

Teucrium fruticans Bush Germander 

Westringia fruticosa Coast Rosemary ¶ 

Diplacus (Mimulus) aurantiacus Epilobium canum cvs.Cercis occidentalis

Ph
ot

os
 fr

om
 W

U
CO

LS
, U

C 
D

AV
IS

Follow the QR code for plant 
descriptions and pictures




