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Water Recycling:
S t r e t c h i n g Our Supplies
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ecycled water has protected Bay
Area investments in landscaping
and parks from episodic droughts
for nearly a century. EBMUD currently
supplies more than 9 million gallons per
day of recycled water to customers. By
2040, we expect to have 20 million gallons
per day of recycled water in use, which
during times of drought will reduce the
overall system demand for potable water
by about eight percent.
EBMUD customers use recycled water
for irrigating landscapes, including parks,
greenbelts, community and school sports
fields, business parks and private and public
golf courses. Recycled water also is used to
control dust on construction sites and for
flushing toilets. EBMUD works closely with
local businesses that use large volumes of
water for industrial processing to find ways
to replace potable water with recycled
water. One example is the Chevron
refinery in Richmond, which began using
recycled water in the mid-90s, and today
meets the majority of its needs—7.5 of the
11 million gallons per day it uses—with
recycled water.
Thanks to recycled water partnerships
with the West County Wastewater
District, the City of San Leandro and the
Dublin San Ramon Services District,
EBMUD can stretch water supplies
throughout its water service area. A
long-range plan, Water Supply
Management Program 2040, identifies
opportunities for expanding water
recycling for more irrigation and industrial
processes (see map). By working with
customers to conserve limited drinking
water supplies, we can reduce the need for
severe rationing during future droughts.
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Checked Your Hoses Lately?

I

t’s a good idea to invest a few
minutes in maintaining your personal
water system—your water heater
and the pipes that deliver water to your
appliances—by taking these easy steps
annually.
Flexible hoses connect your sink, toilet,
washing machine and dishwasher to
household water pipes. Many of these
hoses are made of rubber or have
rubber components, and over time all
rubber plumbing components will
deteriorate. Check them to make sure

the material is in good shape. Also,
always check the hose connections for
leaks and use Teflon tape to create a
tight seal. Many leaks occur without
warning, but one sign to watch for is
greasy-textured black flakes when you
run the hot water. That’s an indicator of
a deteriorating rubber hose. When you
replace flexible hoses, opt for copper
flex tubing or high-quality rubber tubing
labeled “chloramine resistant” for the
longest life. You can call in a plumber or
do the replacement yourself.
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To get the full life out of a water heater,
some simple maintenance is needed
annually. Before beginning, review your
water heater’s manual for safety tips.
Water heaters can leak because of a tank
problem or a pressure relief valve
problem. Check around the bottom of the
tank for signs of water and touch the
discharge line a few feet away from the
heater (the discharge line typically goes
either to a floor drain or outside your
home). If the discharge line is warm, you
may have a leak and you’ll want to
investigate further. To get a full life from
your water heater, you’ll also want to flush
out the tank to remove accumulated
sediment. Check your operating manual or
on-line videos on
how to do this. Plan
ahead to capture
the water you use
to flush the line,
and re-use it
to water
your plants.

EBMUD Mission Statement
To manage the natural resources with which the
District is entrusted; to provide reliable, high-quality
water and wastewater services at fair and reasonable
rates for the people of the East Bay; and to preserve
and protect the environment for future generations.
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