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  A CULVERT OPERATION 
BY STEVE DIERS 

 

 
One of the two finished walls 
Trailbusters rebuilt in the  
Patti’s Point area.1

Some rock excavated from the 
Mokelumne Headquarters 
building site.1  

Finding acceptable angular building rock for trail structures is always a challenge.  For example the route 
between the Lower Log Boom and Patti’s Point (referred to as “The Longest Mile” by Trailbusters and 
California Conservation Corps crews) is very rugged and steep.  Stone stairs, landings, and retaining walls were 
constructed to mitigate these steep grades.  Most of the 100- to 500-pound building rock used in this project was 
collected off-site using a griphoist, winch, or knuckleboom crane.  Suitable building rock for stairs, too large to 
be moved, was split in half by drilling a series of holes in the rock and then using feathers and wedges.  A large 
portion of this rock would be transported 11 miles before finally being set in place!  I have a hard time 
containing my enthusiasm when suitable rock for building is discovered, but coworkers and Trailbusters waste 
no time pointing out this idiosyncrasy.  
 
Needless to say, I was ecstatic when the superintendent in charge of 
constructing the new Mokelumne Watershed Headquarters building said 
that there would be “plenty of acceptable angular building rock available at 
an EBMUD site near you soon”.  A 12’x 40’x12’ cavity needed to be 
blasted from solid rock for part of the construction of the building.  After 
the rock was blasted, the spoils (rock and fines) had to be removed from the 
cavity.  In an effort to cut costs on construction and make acceptable 
angular rock available for projects within the division, the spoils would be 
deposited nearby.  Not having done the math beforehand, I didn’t realize 
this would total 300 cubic yards of spoils!   
  
At the time, two rock retaining walls in Chuma Gulch (between Fletcher Gulch & Patti’s Point) were starting to 
unravel as a result of cattle impact and a seasonal stream; I thought this would be a great Trailbuster project.  

Well, “it seemed like a good idea at the time”.  First, suitable building rock 
needed to be collected.  Like “Imelda Marcos in a shoe store” I went through 
the spoils picking out the “perfect rocks” and loading them into the small 4x4 
dump truck.  Then, I hauled them in as far as possible and dumped the load.  
My coworkers, Ranger Naturalist IIs Wade Chambers and Scott Werner, then 
loaded the rock into the 2-person ATV and hauled many loads to Chuma Gulch; 
unloading in a location that wouldn’t impede traffic on the trail.    
 
Using a total of 1.5 tons of native building rock, 1 ton of rubble, and 1.5 tons of 
native soil, Trailbusters replaced the westbound retaining wall at Chuma Gulch 
with a new 6 foot wide by 6 foot high one.  They removed the failing portion of 
the existing eastbound wall, excavated a new footing, and built a foundation for 
the new wall.  The rock that was removed from the failing portion was hauled 
back up onto the trail and the rock for the new wall was lowered with the aid of 
a griphoist.  Using 3 more tons of building rock, 1.5 tons of rubble, 
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The Mokelumne Monitor is the biannual newsletter of the Mokelumne Trailbusters and is published by EBMUD.  Articles are welcome!  
Submit to EBMUD Watershed and Recreation, 15083 Camanche Parkway S, Valley Springs, CA 95252.  For volunteer program/project 
information, go to http://www.ebmud.com/recreation/trail-use-permit/sierra-foothills-trails.  We make this newsletter available 
electronically (to save trees and to reduce costs).  To be placed on our email list, call Steve Diers at (209) 772-8260 or Lisa Stuart/April 
Hughes at (209) 772-8204.  Fax: (209) 772-8264.  Email: sdiers@ebmud.com. 
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2011/2012 
TRAILBUSTER SCHEDULE (continued) 

 

∇ December 3 Heritage Garden Workday  
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM# 
 

☺ December 17 Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 
 
 �  January 14 & 28 Bald Eagle Tours▲ 
   9:00 AM – Noon  
   1:00 – 4:00 PM  
   (Reservation Required) 
   (See page 13 for details.) 
 

☺ February 11 Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 
 

☺ February 25 Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 
 
☺ March 10  Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 
 

☺ March 24  Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 

2011/2012 
TRAILBUSTER SCHEDULE 

 

☺ September 3 Trailbuster Work Day 
    8:00 AM – 2:00 PM # 
 
� September 17 Mokelumne River &  
    Camanche Reservoir Cleanup▲  
    (Reservation Required) 
    (See page 7 details.) 
 

☺ September 24 Trailbuster Work Day 
    8:00 AM – 2:00 PM # 
 

☺ October 22  Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 
 

■ November 5 Native American Cave  
    Paintings Tour  
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 
 

☺ November 19 Trailbuster Work Day 
    9:00 AM – 3:00 PM # 

Schedule Symbols   
 

#  Please RSVP to Steve Diers at (209) 772-8260 or 
sdiers@ebmud.com prior to attending. 

 

▲ Ideal for families and youth groups. 
 

☺ Meet at: EBMUD Office, 15083 Camanche   
 Parkway S, Valley Springs…………....(#3 on map) 
 

■ Meet at: Camanche South Shore Staging 
 Area………………………………….....(#4 on map) 
 

∇ Meet at: Campo Seco Staging Area…...(#9 on map) 
  

� Meeting location will be provided upon reservation. 

mailto:sdiers@ebmud.com
http://www.ebmud.com/recreation/trail-use-permit/sierra-foothills-trails
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 Meet @ Campo Seco Staging Area  
      (#15 on map) 
 

 

A Culvert Operation    (continued from front page) 
 
and 1.5 tons of native soil, they replaced the 
eastbound wall with a new wall that is 9 feet high by 
7 feet wide.  If we had bought stock in analgesics in 
the morning we would have had a healthy return by 
the end of the day (when we were at home…licking 
our wounds).  This project might have been 
completed in fewer days if the Trailbusters had 
agreed to work in 24 hour shifts and “rock around the 
clock”.  (Editor’s note: as you’re beginning to see, 
Steve’s puns come along regularly – actually “like 
clockwork”.  Any Trailbuster forced to work in those 
conditions in 24 hour shifts, would “clock” Steve 
long before the “clock ran out”.)  
 
There is an abandoned dirt road that parallels 
Highway 49 that will be part of 3.5 mile Mokelumne 
Coast to Crest Trail (MCCT) loop from Middle Bar 
to Highway 49.  A seasonal stream, influenced by 
winter run off from Highway 49, had cut through the 
road making vehicle and heavy equipment access 
impossible.  It was decided that a 4 foot diameter 
culvert, 40 feet long, would have to be installed to 
remedy the problem.  A 1601 California Department 
of Fish and Game (DFG) permit was secured for the 
project, with the stipulation that the work in the 
streambed (including erosion control measures) be 
completed by October 15th, 2010.  The project was 
taken on by District staff in a collaborative process 
with DFG and the results were a great success.  An 
EBMUD crew took on the task of hauling in the 
rubble and building rock from the blasted rock spoils.  
Once the culvert was set and back-filled, retaining 
walls were constructed on either end with huge 
building rock that was lowered into place with the 
backhoe.  It was a real culvert operation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The finished culvert.1

 
The rear of the Wildermuth House in 1926.5

Archived 
newsletters 

available online… 
 
This just in!!! 
 
In March 2011, all of the links were built and pages 
updated in order to bring you, our valued volunteers 
and loyal readers, permanent electronic access to the 
archived versions of previous Mokelumne Monitor 
Newsletters!  
 
Since 2007, each printed edition of the Mokelumne 
Monitor has been converted to a PDF file.  Those PDF 
files are now available on East Bay Municipal Utility 
District’s website.  Follow the steps below to access 
them: 
 
1.) Go to www.ebmud.com  
 
2.) Across the top, find the “Resource Center” link 
 
3.) Choose “Publications” 
 
4.) Then click on “Archives”  
 
5.) Under the heading: “Newsletters,” click on the link 
called “Mokelumne Monitor Newsletter.” All of the 
available files are listed there. 
 
Or, if you’re reading this page electronically, you can 
copy and paste this address into your browser: 
http://www.ebmud.com/resource-
center/publications/archives/mokelumne-monitor-
newsletter-archived. 
  
Don’t forget to bookmark the page, because each time 
we post a new Mokelumne Monitor on our Sierra 
Trails page, the previous version will be moved to the 
archival page.   
 
Finally, everyone will be able to read back through the 
years and review the progress that’s been made on the 
trails through EBMUD’s watershed.  Enjoy! 
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We’ve said it before (and you’ll likely hear it from us again) but we truly believe it: We have the best 
volunteers around!  Need proof?  Together, 56 volunteers contributed a total of 1,000 hours in 2010 and the 
list of their achievements follows.  Come on out and join them sometime!  It’s easy to get involved and it’s 
more than rewarding.  Just contact Steve Diers at (209) 772-8260 or sdiers@ebmud.com.  
 
Ranger-Led Environmental Education Program (RLEEP) 
One volunteer assisted with (and photographed) 5 RLEEP field trips on EBMUD watershed and provided 
EBMUD with CDs of the photographs taken during these field trips.  
 
Service Learning1 

One volunteer assisted with trail alignment for a potentially accessible trail route from Campo Seco Staging 
Area to Salt Gulch Wildlife Area and built 2 rock step/waterbars and retaining walls to address trail tread 
erosion.  Large rock was moved into place with a griphoist and the ¼ ton native rubble and ¾ ton native soil 
collected was moved with the power carrier.  
 
Safe Harbor 
Over 6 workdays, several volunteers planted 50 elderberry shrubs 
near the ponds at Camanche South Shore Staging Area, 94 shrubs  
at Watertown pond and at James Bar; mulched, installed a grow  
tube and staked and watered each shrub.  They also spread seed  
and hay and installed jute netting over 4,602 square foot area of  
the Ore Cart Pond dam and installed 150 feet of silt fence at the 
base of the dam in 100 degree weather! 
 
Carson Creek Artificial Bat Cave  
One volunteer assisted in shoveling guano into pails, lowering the pails into a truck for transportation, and 
then emptying the pails into large holding bins. 
 
Wildermuth House Heritage Gardens 
Over 3 workdays Trailbusters planted 24 rosemary plants behind the new restroom building; pruned heritage 
      roses (in cages), roses without cages, mulberries, grapes, lilacs, 
      trumpet vines, and crape myrtle, and removed elm suckers  
      and horehound, generating 30 wheel barrows of organic  
      debris!  They also potted 4 species of heritage roses,  
      moved and transplanted 1 heritage rose, and watered  
      geraniums, repaired drip systems on caged roses, painted  
      trunks of “Belle of Portugal” roses, persimmons,   
      mulberries, and English walnuts to prevent sun damage, and 
      replaced posts and cages around heritage roses.  They fertilized 
      plants with the bat guano collected previously, excavated 6  
      wheelbarrows of sediment blocking the double gates, moved 1 
      ton of rock and road base to repair dry stacked retaining walls 
        

1

1
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around the garden, labeled and cataloged artifacts in the display cases and cleaned display cases, swept floors, 
and moved and stacked firewood onto the back porch. 
 
River Clean Up 
On September 25th, volunteers (in boats and on foot) removed 20 pounds of trash & 100 pounds of recyclables 
from Middle Bar Bridge to the Upper Log Boom on Pardee Reservoir.  
 
Events 
Volunteers hiked the Longest Mile Wildflower Hike route and labeled 
representatives of each species in bloom.  On the day of the event,  
they help by caravanning and parking cars, guiding groups on the hike, 
and pointing out and identifying wildflowers on the Longest Mile  
Wildflower Hike.  For the Going Batty event, they parked cars, signed  
in participants and handed out printed material, guided groups to and  
from the viewing location, and provided information as bats emerged  
from the artificial bat cave at Carson Creek Spillway.  For the Native  
American Cave Paintings tour, one volunteer pointed out native plants  
and shared information on Native American uses for them, guided half  
of the group through canal cave and directed Native American crafts  
projects with them, and conducted a flint knapping demonstration. 
 
Trail Projects 
Over 11 workdays, volunteers excavated holes, mixed cement for, and assembled the bench that was installed 
at James Bar.  They removed thistle at Chuma Gate, Lower Log Boom, an area near the Spanish Gulch Bridge, 
and near Penn Mine.  They pruned back vegetation encroaching onto the trail between Lower Log Boom & 
Gunsight Pass, a 1-mile segment between Penn Mine and BLM property, from Aqueduct Road to the start of 
the ditch portion, and between Fletcher Gulch east to Pattie’s Point.  They constructed 12 eight-foot sections 
       of split cedar post and rail fence, installed posts for and 
       hung a 14 foot board gate at James Bar.  Using 1.5 tons of 
       native building rock, rubble, and soil, they replaced the 
       westbound retaining wall at Chuma Gulch with a new 6 
       foot by 6 foot wall.  They also removed the failing portion 
       of the existing wall, excavated a new footing, and built a 
       foundation for the new one.  They also replaced the  
       eastbound wall with a new wall that is 9 feet high and 7 
       feet wide, and made temporary repairs to a trail gate post, 
       replaced a gate, spread seed and straw, and installed straw 
       coils, jute netting, and water bars to prevent erosion at the 
       Lancha Plana Bridge. 
 
 
Volunteers, who contribute 20 hours or more in a year, receive the Mokelumne Monitor Newsletter, a 
certificate of appreciation, a volunteer pass (which entitles them to a 50% discount on parking at EBMUD’s 
Pardee and Camanche Recreation Areas), and a complimentary 1-year trail use permit.  Those who contribute 
40 hours or more during the year receive the “uniform” of the Mokelumne Trailbusters: a Trailbuster tee shirt.  
They are also invited to the annual Trailbuster Awards BBQ and receive a 1-year, 3-year, 5-year, 10-year, 15-
year, and 20-year pin respectively.  Volunteers who contribute the most hours during the previous year receive 
an award for their efforts.  

(continued next page) 
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 Trailbuster Accomplishments (continued from previous page) 
 
EBMUD provides the tools and training for all volunteer projects (volunteers are not allowed to operate power 
tools).  Participants should wear comfortable, yet sturdy shoes, work clothes (long pants), bring a backpack, 
lunch, water, gloves, insect repellent, and sunscreen.  Pets and alcohol are not permitted. 
 
Advance registration is required as the information is used to tailor the projects to accommodate the number of 
volunteers.  Volunteers less than 18 years of age need written permission from a parent or guardian to 
participate, and an adult must accompany those under 16.   
 
Please see opposite page for the award-winning volunteers being celebrated this year! 
 
 
1Service-Learning is a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to 
enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.  Through service-learning, young people – 
from kindergarteners to college students – use what they learn in the classroom to solve real-life problems.  They not only learn the 
practical applications of their studies, they become actively contributing citizens and community members through the service they 
perform.  Service-learning can be applied in a wide variety of settings, including schools, universities, and community-based and 
faith-based organizations.  It can involve a group of students, a classroom, or an entire school.  Students build character and become 
active participants as they work with others in their school and community to create service projects in areas such as education, 
public safety, and the environment.  Community members, students, and educators everywhere are discovering that service-learning 
offers all its participants a chance to take part in the active education of youth while simultaneously addressing the concerns, needs, 
and hopes of communities. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mokelumne Watershed Gets A New Headquarters! 
 

The entire Mokelumne Watershed and Recreation Division of EBMUD has moved from three separate 
locations into one new building and are finally together under one roof.  In June, division staff took up 
residence in their new offices – the culmination of a project 20 years in the planning!  The new Mokelumne 
Watershed Headquarters building is at the same location as the old one, just at the other end of the parking 
lot.  Our address has changed with the move and our new address is: 

15083 Camanche Parkway S 
Valley Springs, CA 95252 

 
Our phone numbers haven’t changed, so feel free to contact the admin staff at (209) 772-8204 or call Steve 
Diers at (209) 772-8260 if you have a need to speak to us or stop in sometime to see the new headquarters! 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Due to the time spent on the new headquarters project, there will be only this one 
edition of the Mokelumne Monitor for the 2011 calendar year.  Please look for us to return to our 
normal, biannual schedule in spring 2012. 
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At right, 
Trailbusters pose 

with their 
certificates after 
the 2010 awards 
ceremony held at 
the Wildermuth 

House; from left to 
right: Ranger 

Supervisor Chris 
Swann, Norm 

Walker, Philomene 
Smith, J.J. 
Limbaugh, 

Lorraine Morrison, 
Richard Davis, 

Toni Walker, Pete 
Silva, Fred Reid, 
Judy Venckus, 

Stan Venckus, and 
Ranger Naturalist 

II Steve Diers. 

 

Trailbuster Volunteers 
Mari Galloway 
John Willard 
Judy Dean 
Mike Fritz 

Jerry Wright 
Paul Plathe 

Major Trailbuster Volunteers 
Fred Reid 

Lorraine Morrison 
Judy Venckus 

Cathy Zamadics 
Pete Silva 

Brian McGreevy 
Philomene Smith 

Volunteer Champions 
Richard Davis & J.J. Limbaugh 

Outstanding Achievers 
Norm Walker & Toni Walker
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Decades of Trail Building Honored 
By Abby Figueroa 

 
(Reprinted with permission from June 3, 2011 LOG.) 

                                            
Ranger Naturalist Steve Diers was honored at the 2011 California Trails and Greenways Conference with a 
Lifetime Professional Achievement Award. 
 
In 1990, Steve began his career at the District with the Camanche ranger unit.  Previously he worked with the 
East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) for 14 years where he led equestrian tours and managed trail 
crews and volunteers.  Two years after starting at the District, Steve launched EBMUD’s award-winning 
Mokelumne Trailbuster volunteer program in the Pardee and Camanche watersheds.  He has worked with 
volunteers every other Saturday to build a 32-mile segment of the Mokelumne Coast-to-Crest Trail along 
EBMUD property.  He and the Trailbusters have completed 
28 miles so far.   
 
“My best memories on the job are working with the 
volunteers and operating the trail dozer to build the trails,” 
Steve says.  “Putting my energy into this work then 
watching people use and enjoy the trail – knowing they are 
seeing wildlife and having a unique experience with the 
vistas, the wildflowers, the wildlife – that’s how I know I’ve 
done my job.” 
 
More than 24 years in the making, the Coast-to-Crest trail is 
envisioned as 300 miles of continuous trail that begins on 
the shores of San Francisco Bay and heads east to Ebbetts 
Pass in the Sierra.  At various points it crosses EBMUD and 
EBPRD lands.  Some sections of the trail are so rugged and 
remote, California Conservation Corps members had to 
camp nearby and hike in with Steve every day hauling tools and supplies. 

  
The award plaque presented to Steve at the 2011 
Trail Conference in April.3

 
“My goal is to finish the easternmost segment between Middle Bar and Highway 49 before retiring next 
year,” he says. 
 
“Steve and I started on the same crew 21 years ago,” says Ranger Supervisor Chris Swann.  “He has worked 
tirelessly to make the Mokelumne Coast-to-Crest Trail vision a reality.  Through his efforts, progress 
continues and the public sees another shining example of the District’s commitment to community and the 
environment.” 
 
Throughout his career Steve says he’s seen 13 mountain lions while on the job.  “This job is like working in 
a bakery or a candy store.  Everywhere there are natural, cultural, and historic features you just can’t get 
enough of!  There’s the canal cave with the Native American pictographs; the Wildermuth home, a historic 
stone house built in 1861; and a portion of the trail between James Bar and Patty’s Point that is famous for 
the wildflowers,” he says.  
 
Steve says to be a successful ranger you need to have stamina, be a jack-of-all-trades, be self-motivated and 
be able to work alone in remote locations. 
 
“You have to be committed, interested in nature and want to share the information you have about the 
outdoors with the public,” he says.  “I do enjoy my job, but I also believe it’s important if you are  
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Spending 40 hours a week on a job, you feel you are making a difference.  For me that has been working on 
the Coast-to-Crest Trail, conducting the tours, reaching out to the communities where we live and work, and 
recruiting volunteers” he says. 

Spending 40 hours a week on a job, you feel you are making a difference.  For me that has been working on 
the Coast-to-Crest Trail, conducting the tours, reaching out to the communities where we live and work, and 
recruiting volunteers” he says. 
  
He adds, “I work with great people with myriad skills and abilities.  There’s a great sense of collaboration 
and humor in this division.”  He says that everyone in the division gets involved in the trails and volunteer 
program in some capacity. 

He adds, “I work with great people with myriad skills and abilities.  There’s a great sense of collaboration 
and humor in this division.”  He says that everyone in the division gets involved in the trails and volunteer 
program in some capacity. 
                                                      
“There are a lot of people I’d like to thank as I receive this award including my co-workers, the Mokelumne 
Coast-to-Crest council and the Trailbuster volunteers.  The volunteers, many of whom are retirees and from 
outside the area, have an impressive commitment and I am humbled by what they do.” 

“There are a lot of people I’d like to thank as I receive this award including my co-workers, the Mokelumne 
Coast-to-Crest council and the Trailbuster volunteers.  The volunteers, many of whom are retirees and from 
outside the area, have an impressive commitment and I am humbled by what they do.” 
  
Steve and his wife Stephanie live in Glencoe, a town located 22 miles from Pardee Dam.  Steve and his wife Stephanie live in Glencoe, a town located 22 miles from Pardee Dam.  

  

 
 
 
 
A Note From the Editor About the Award  
 
The California Trails & Greenways Conference Committee has been presenting their Lifetime Achievement 
Award since 1994.   
 

 
Steve Diers poses with nominator Philomene Smith at the Award 
Luncheon on April 12th. 3

In 2010, they split the award into two 
categories: Lifetime Volunteer Achievement 
and Lifetime Professional Achievement.  
Neither of these awards is presented every 
year, and are only awarded when a worthy 
candidate is nominated.   
 
The nomination for the Lifetime Professional 
Achievement Award, requires that a 
“…professional park/trails individual has 
worked over the past 25+ years to plan, 
develop, and promote trails on a local and 
statewide basis and has been a leader with a 
statewide impact on trails/greenway in 
California.”  
 
As is evidenced in the previous article, 
Steve’s dedication to the Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail, (both on the job and in his own free time), and to 
the volunteers he has worked with over the years, certainly made him an excellent candidate for this award.  
Longtime Trailbuster Philomene Smith recognized this and submitted the nomination – no small 
accomplishment on its own!   
 
The nomination rules required that 8 complete copies of the nomination packet be submitted by February 1st 
for distribution to the judges.  The judges then picked the winning nomination before the April 12th Awards 
Luncheon, at which Steve was presented with the award.  Congratulation Steve!  Keep up the good work!   
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 by Dave Johnson                     
 
The third Great Sierra River Cleanup will be held on Saturday, September 17th, 2011, in conjunction with the 
California Coastal Cleanup Day.  Last year, our combined efforts succeeded in removing over 141 tons of 
garbage and recyclables from the rivers, streams, and lakes of the Sierra Nevada Region.  Together, over 
4,000 volunteers from more than 100 different community groups made the effort to clean up their favorite 
watershed.  These efforts were so successful that I can’t wait to do it again in 2011!  
 
EBMUD’s Mokelumne Watershed and Recreation Division along with Fisheries and Wildlife Division will 
hold the annual Mokelumne River Cleanup from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday, September 17th (see next 
page for details).  Last year we had a total of 154 volunteers cleaning up three separate areas.  The three areas 
volunteers cleaned up were the Mokelumne River Day Use Area to Stillman McGee Park, Camanche 
Reservoir, and Middle Bar Bridge Take Out Area.  Approximately 23 miles of river/shoreline was cleaned; 
2,135 lbs of trash and 560 lbs of recyclables were removed for a total weight of 2,695 lbs.  Our oldest 
volunteer was 73 and the youngest was 6.  We celebrated our efforts with BBQs at Camanche South Shore 
and Stillman McGee Park. 
 

 
Ranger Naturalist II Steve Diers and 
volunteer Tom Zehrung pick a plastic 
bottle up from the Mokelumne River’s 
edge during the 2010 cleanup event.2

The Foothill Conservancy also contributes to the Mokelumne River Cleanup events on this day.  Their 
volunteers meet at Electra Road and Highway 26 in West Point.  Last year, they had 83 volunteers who 
worked together to clean approximately 5 miles of river, with 4,800 lbs of trash and 100 lbs of recyclables 

removed, for a total weight of 4,900 lbs.   
 
How long does it take trash to decompose?  Glass bottle: 1 million 
years; monofilament fishing line: 600 years; styrofoam cup: 50 
years; cigarette filter: 1-5 years.  These are just some of the items 
collected by volunteers at last years Mokelumne River/Camanche 
Reservoir Cleanup.  Volunteers are not paid; not because they are 
worthless, but because they are PRICELESS! 
 

 
Fisheries and Wildlife staff and a volunteer clean 
up a portion of the Mokelumne River between 
Camanche Dam and Stillman McGee Park.8

This cleanup event and the BBQ wouldn’t be the success it is 
without our wonderful sponsors.  I would like to acknowledge and 
thank: Camanche Recreation Company for providing staff and 
catering the BBQ, Jackson Rancheria for their generous donation 
that helps buy the food for the BBQ, California Waste Recovery 

Systems for donating the 20 yard waste bin, Mokelumne River 
Outfitters (Bill Ferrero) for the energetic and enthusiastic site 
captain support, and George Reed Inc. and 711 Materials for 
designing and donating tee-shirts for the volunteers.  
 
While traveling in New Zealand a few years ago, I read this 
Maori Proverb: 
 Ko taku rourou 
 Ko tau rou rou 
 Ka ora te tangata 
 
Translated, it means: 
 With my resources 
 And your resources 
 Everyone will benefit 
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